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Frank Bruno. ..mission accomplished 
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Ghana and SA are 
favourites for Nations Cud 

Wjih tlx: withdrawalof defending B 

champion Nigeria fmm By Jeff Mbum Tile tnnii'u li’.im '.n. . ® 


Wiih U w withdrawalof defending 

champion Nigeria from African 
Nations’ Cup currently going op 

o n h.:vx“i^ c ir; h praid '"‘ ° f f s ° uih Afric * f ” 

likely winner of (hi prestigious “} f T° h Wl,h realitJ J 

toumamom. 8 because of the long years heJiad 

. Tlie West African nation, four k"? e , . , . 

times champions, lived up to its E ' Sou,h Atr,oa 

expectation when last week-end S cmba ™ “> 

it tlirashSd neighbouring fvorv i hc Ni&enan champions 
Coast 2-0 in Port EUzaSfih ^ ^^ SC °^ ,he lw ° Keads of State 
in the absence of Nigeria and ■ cd ^*® | t\®ko n and was happy to 
if Ghana does not lift the Nations' ; th ® Wesl AfricanB keeping 

Cup, then the. dominance of the ’ 

ssresrsiE n^tma 

end. 

Nigdrjd’s Super Hatties' South Africa is hosting .(lie 
•withdrew foam ' the continent s ,0 P soccer game for 


Tlie gomes were officially 
opened by the South African 
President on Jonmuy [3 ; n a 
lavish ceremony of colour mid 
singuig attended by u crowd of 
sonic 80,000 packed in the FNB 
Stadium near the Soweto black 
townsliip. ' 

In welcoming the soccer 
wprld to South Africa, 
accompanied by the FIFA 


An announcement from the 
Supreme Council of Sports in 
Africa - (SCSA) last week 
confirmed that all the African 
Sports Ministers want South 
Africa to organise the games and 
that luckily the country has 
expressed Interest in doing.so. 

Zimbabwe hosted the Iasi All 
Africa Games lasiSemembcr b\u 

tlie number of nnriftm, n r, 


Mivu uie-uominancB of Uio 

SSrtfflSiE aalotiMl homing 

end. 

Nigeria's Super Hades' South Africa is hosting,: the 
•withdrew from, .'•the- continem s ,0 P soccer game for 

^.S 9n * hips , afleT ‘he the first time in history since the 
“S siSi 1 !?" T ^ hsd b «' shul.'oul' hi 

ueneralSani Abachaordered die International sporting due to its 
Z- ™ fuanng (lie player, previous Apmh*l ,la 

safety, litis was pfter Nigeria Fifteen teams are 
onme under hejfvy international . participating in the three week 

32=r ; ***&£ 


the world. 

. At the fourth time of asking 

Bruno recently delighted Britain 
with his unanimous points victory 
over Oliver “The Atomic Bull" 
McCall at Wembley Stadium. 

Until then Bruno’s career 
inside the ring had mirrored his 
life outside the ring as a 
pantomime performer, 

Wcweretold overweight non- 
liopcrs were able to box. After.a 
minute or so of loo many of his 
fights, we found out “Oh no they 
weren’t." 

And when it came to the 
crunch it was not so much a case 
of "behind you" as in front of 
you. Right in front of you, Frank, 
as Tim Widierspoon, MikcTyson 
aiid Lennox Lewis all broke his 
heart with fearsome knockouts. 

But all (hat was forgotten as 
fellow'British ring heroes Nigel 
Benn and Prince Naseeni Hamed 
rushed through the ropes to hail 
the new king on the night of 
September 2, 1995. 

It Was n magnificent night. A 
magnificent achievement. An 
achievement Bruno was 
convinced -was his destiny the. 
moment his -son, Franklin, was 
bora in March. Already the father 
of two daughters, Nieoln and 
Rachel, Frank revealed: "I -had 
always- longed for a son, so it 
meant oneof my two big dreams 
had come true. 

"When they put him in my 
arms, something -just clicked! 1 
thought: i have my little boy - 
now I am going to be world 
champ:* ' . 

“From that moment, I knew 
it was my destiny," 


accompanied by the FIFA «» number of jj.rii^s nnd H ing jUSl , - C, , ic ked! 1 

President -Joao Havclange arid— -events had to be dtosticnlly 1 ha * e my h “ le *** ' 

otlier world soccer dignitaries. r «duccd due to lack of finances c h B nm * 8 ° in8 ** W ° rld 

President Mandela said the . C ,?I P ' . 

„ 

bftbcld Hi Kenya but the country bonned for three decades duo to ThedreombeganatLoiidon’s dLlmi^dtoS^ 

withdrawal the last mifyutawhen 1 8 racial Albert Hall on. March T7,' andgavciteveiything l ii)^ w 

ii could not complete the stadia KiiSaiu ^ aS evi denced by 1982, when ,hc knocked out much too soon. I suppose 

In Nairobi and Mombasa on time. , h ‘ A V? W s performance in '• Mexican Liipe Guerra in his first 

SouLh Africa capitalised on 00 P p ? ning match when -it professional light aged 20. 

Hie Kenyan Mure 'and quicklv ° ,ri P ,laIlc ally scored 3-0 win over Butthqsded was first planted 

aiabbed th.® rhon« . • rornier two-time' h, seven vears Earlier u/honPrani-u.. 


Anders Eklund anddiiw, 
European crown. 

He was now a fan, 
reckoned with on Ihcn 
slagc„. and the theatres^ 

British comedian b-j 
Henry first had the gcr.L'rtr 
treading the boards in IMfa 
he persuaded Frank tod,-.* 
as Juliet in a comic relief ting 
aid or famine nlief.Bmcatu 
hit and has been appti-qi 
pantomime ever sina, Ei* 
July 19, 1986, the Kftrjri 
clowning about slopped 

Britain was convimedin 
about to be lolling infs 
heavyweight world champai 
Jhe century when Bnuaula 
WBA holder Tim Witopc 
at Wembley Stadium, BdS'z 
failed to deliver. 

Three years later BigFni 
went into the lion’s dnisla 
Vegas lo take on MikeTprl 
his most frightening. AliflbfCj 
knocked down in the fnia 
seconds, Bruno got uplo wft 
■Iron' Mike before finaJlytq 
stopped in (he fifth. 

The third challenge ten 
crown came on a cold * 
October evening in Cardiffi* 
years ago. Lennox Lewis, & 
then- WBC champion, had gw 
'Bruno theoppomroiiy toseewb 
was the best of the British. 

Bruno,- tlie crowd few* 
stnrted well but in ihesert 
round Lewis caught him fori 
first time and the end was 
seconds away, 

* Three strikes and jod’ko! 

is Ihenorm, but BninotJM) 1 ^ | 
but normal. Before his 
at the crown he admitted: “Ii»| 

have got to leam frommirias*- e 
Witherspoon I was venr ytwV I 
nil tensed tin because I w* B 6 


----- — i-.-vi.jwu Ull 

the Kenyan failure 'and ouirVto 

•Wit human right, S 'AfrSf V* faU 5' Wfla I ^ « 4id not fe roop ,n a «ng game , Brunp was exiled from 

among them the well-known Johannes bum 'n, k I,? *d' ° f ' require4tlc limn nor huge • 7 A^ a " ?slu1ia,ed crowd of ' ’ '^chool for thumping a teacher, 
writer - K*n C. LI w » Jonannesburg, Durban, Port resources to • Tu 70 * 0 °0' ' . . / After spending three years at a 

^^dBioomfontcUu-nte cluin^J^ SL^ Tl . ‘ ^ / schooJ%r wfyward ' boys The 

' TheSoUlltAfricim Head of State. ' SJ2.L* 1 l i . bc 7 p]ftyed ofr on of, hc besL sporting fociE! Iftl Tkeviciory sent shock waves Jj*®* champion left to work oi 

w f arssa ^aasar. sssskk sb«™. 

& “r t0 '"SP. • WalT^rifedfijaiio,,, .. discovSSg SwwJT Ghana as the two teams to TaiSi w ' rcaU * d !le needcd '«o«he, 

Common we^th' clUb ^ver the ' ‘ ^bnlhcSS u hri 0 M '°Sf P ?ontirraflIfll ? •ia»ipiohsliip s ' we aiKi^nah^w 11 * S0CCCr fans l ° Sj 1 - 00 and fame - , T had 

execuliohs despite: world- wide teebrd amonp S hod iab f l - diverted to the for mer lh«: i J^ kee P °r I -would have 

*: awsfs T*-- .A’Ksaa&f svjib ^ - - 

i M if -wiriH- ftdUi,* that • *^j2rtS®iZg £ 'IBAaecraih., “smith .! 

Fmni f r ° n li h0 Cu b ;Nigcrin's wilhdrrfwRl was the first" It ii 8 forih« f l?.* lJunc ’ co 'ripe(ition 'is expccfedio’nyM ! WpmWe y > l] May 1984, when 
and M Aboci| ® °hbsipce thechafnpioiiship was 1 South aK ? , ?°: n ^ 8on Utoi verjr smoothfy, t£nL' S'LS” Uie American knocked him out 

and Mandela continued with tlie inaugural in 1957 b^-fcnnplly ' - «xec]l«nt ' ‘ dm tenth round, ^ 

; yTT r r. ' -■ . U 1 place. delay Bruno’s title 

T ■ Published hf fu East AfnranVenbine Comply , ' " Less *■ ‘5 monih. 


resources to liosf the 
championships since it has some 


The victory sunt shock waves 
■ pother, teains from the region 

bringing South: -Africa close to 

Ghana as (lie two teams to watch' 
Ihjhe tournament. Soccer fans 


school fpr wayward ' boys the 
fijlurc champion, left to work on 
a building site. 

, Bruno hated thework so much 
he realised he' needed another ' 

route to fortune and fame. ' Thad 


K*. : ' 


i ii 


, 7 ,- • mle n Uons. Lessjhan 1$ months ■ this year, -J# ^ 

•% " . .' , * . ' ■ . — °Jf se -t fhh g- jy Ungo Pie*s, P. Q. Box 72839, Nakobi^Regil’e^ei Po'Bqx 45069 /Na^obi^j ; • fn^doyefe* seift 

‘- ; • T; 1 prnt°pag92 ' 


“With Tyson there 

sorts of unsettling pr^ 
which -I do not caie w fi 01 ?- 
. now. But ^ven if I wasn 
best fram&of mind you hs«r 
lb give him credit, after I p* 1 
him, for the job he did’ . , 

"“But Bruno was not g«JJ 
lot his last, and best, dw**- 
' by either. When McCaD ^ 

him the opportunity lo fij ^ ; 

dream helped iiwlb^ 
hands.- ^ 

•Andnowhecanevfflptf 

actin&careeroiiiiw^g 

for a while. As he -'•nys n ,*■ 
"I wouidmuch reiliertop 

at Wemblcy agrirut M«e h r 

than at tlie Palladium in 
■ Boots,” . - ■ Uiid 

Bruno fights Tyson in 
thrsyear. 
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'The truth shall set you free 


AC. 

i-MM NA1RG. 1 

^We are offering sp. 
from Maru. Sh , 

"Bon Vovao*. 

BOOKING OFFICL 
Nairobi - Dubois Road (near Tea K 
Tel 221839/24021 8 

| Mere - Mosque Road 
f Tel: 30659 


(John 8:3-36) 


Looted ADC 

— By James Katumm 

Je once financially . B0U nd Agricultural 

^PpmentGo^ration (ADC) is quietlyelosing _ 

own, this reporter established. 7 8 M 

The paraB total's main offices at Development H _ H 

wm L/ Cl I Cl I V O 


February 1-15 1996 Price 


The once financially., ound Agricultural 

^“^c r S. ( h^ )i,q " ie ‘ ,yCl ° Si " 8 

S writ fl r C Kii^ en, ° r ° fflCe u rS ’ incl “ d fo* the MD, 
leavt KJ4kfc Wore e,Uier " on wfari" or on 

aaid mosl employees had been sent on 
om^laory.Ieave, atthe beginning of last October, 

^ffin^ fl ? B8emfl r l “ K,icalin 8 foatithadrun short 
operate other services. 
Ainong the Dm tot to be sent hom&werepeople 

from specific ethnic communities." They ware 
PJ^^to be recalled once the financialsLalion 

UaCe by press time wore 

.Wde as the corporation boas was said to be on a 

Ihe iSSh." 110 waaable ^ “later in. 

^ h ° ® p0ke on cont| ition Df anonymity 
Z d 27j™™ “■« ^ ^ once robuS! 

^ Ae“.“ 0 7' iVeC0,TUp,i0 '‘ «* 
House! Sd f0Und at " Development 

ofNrim < ? 7W |, ra T tio . n ^ Cre,ary was said to also be out 
on leave by the time we went to press. 

Jfc r h °,J! rB CUrrentl y on forced leave 
hfld 1,660 °P cra dng 

8ince !aaL y ^ ana had •• 
Ittdftnn / armers fof Hie last two years! 

“ivestigations however revealed 

ft| hcpo^S- n JL for f f “ meral Ioans had ended up 

V al0flbwiUlbu,e ^ vc ^ e ^ 

“ Uo f ated bi 8 chunks of land that i 
*^"icny belonged to the paraatatal. . • . I 

firiVatfl hnn^p ■ 

m well-connecled Kanii Tl 

ywdJ Sr 1 official8 ana •*. o 

ta,a l are luxurious vehicles re] 
whioriio C lude cri 
Peageo(504« t I W ^“ covw y , Ran 8e R ovei8and ou 

WtpSSabfe f 06 int0 private-hands are the ' mi 

of country^^/f m i anda in various Uf 
"As Wdother properties. r ei 

^POrtant heads P fdr «■ laa ‘ it is dhl 

to «.? 1 Sl of lUr for «ier property reg 

^howlhey houghior 

ipfoy* ^^fflcult to tell," an Rei 
^ Wh ° ^ ivorke d ^ { he the 

reporter. 40< 

i me more than -15 
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new regions 0|i theroap 


n ine new reg ions 


The renewed National Council of 
Churches of Kenya (NCCK) was'' 
launched this week- when, church 
representatives from the ninp newly 
created regionXmei in Nairobi to charter 
out strategies ofjfblfilling the Council's 
mandate. . ' 

The meeting, held .at the 
Ufungamarto House,- was atterided by 
representatives from--, ten member 
dhurchea of the NCCR from the nine 
regions. 

The NCCFv’s General Secretary, the 
Rev Mutava Musyimi, explained why 
the organization, which groups almost 
40churches ana Christian organizationp * 
tliroughoutMwc^uht^.ischangingfrc^ : 
being ah implementor to ajwnjitaior of " 
develqjment work amoqg tlie churches. 

He iaid the launching of the regions 


By Ingende Arriba and 
- Joff Mburp. 

would be earned out between January 
and March this year, He said the Council 
constitution would bereviewed to reflect 
tlie regional working structures of the 
, NCCK. . 

The' NCCK boss said the Council 

would be changing to facilitaUon so as 

to -help, it to. gel to the. grassroots by 
: empowering the member churches to 
nm 'their own programmes; •• • 

And to facilitate the transition, the 
NCQK hired (vyo groups of consultants, 
arid then the services of the COftAT 
. (Christian Organization Research apej 
Advisory Jmst). , . ... , ! ■ 
.. The rtfiill has bceh -‘a'; new 
, administrative structure with a general ‘ 
secretariat and seven imits pf-lheoldgy, 


advocacy, development, capacity 
building, finance, personnel and. 
administration as well as 
fwrttnunicaiion. Tlie. how structure is 
: expected to help the Council to realise 
ihe-vislon and mffsipn of the renewed 
organization. 

Under ilw motto of "Reaching out 
to Churches", tlie Council has found ji 
. necessary-. to form- the nine regions, 
which hgVe been described as 
"Iritemiediaiy association of churches 
between the hand office -and member 
churches". 

Each region consists of about 30 
• members of a regional committee 
. noipmated froin existing coipora^gpd 

assbejate merjibera represented .i 
region. The tiaaig of reprosenlatiorishpll : 
- . Turn to Page 2 !. J : 


Reform 
work 
cost 
KPA 
Sh 2.7b 

By James Katuiuiu 

■ The Kenya Forts Authority paid 
‘■Private company a-staggering 
Sh 2.7 billion for "repair work” 
two months before the on-going* 
investigations. 

Sources l^Alhis reporterthat 

the compar^ iy hnxen contracted 

10 *»ny c -ill rojir work at the 

I portnmU .odevep anew freight 
station^ AurAy other services. 

Htd 1 ' *^**4 ■initially expected 
to cost 1.7 billion -was 
cancelled } h& a public relations 
cxeroise" and investigations 
ordered after experts questioned 
its viability. . 

Hk contractor was, however, 
allowed to go on with the work. 

The sources said the payment 
was the prime reason that 
triggered the on-going 
invesiigaiions-about corruption 
at the port of -Mombaqa,- along 
with the care diaappearenceia'siia, 
Twenty senior officers of the 
■KPA, the Kenya Revenue. 
Authority (KRA), Customs and 
Excise Department and the 
Department of.'tho Registrar of 
Motor Vehioles -have been senl- 
on compulsory leave. . 

This reporter learnt that life 
highest office in the country hnd 

been incensed by the “below t 

Turn to Page 2 

jnsIde"! 

• Dairy termers threaten M 
KCC with court action' I 


over the disabled ' 
—Page 3 

• The threat of satanlsm 

• Suspended Motor • 
Vehicles bos$epeaJ<B 

, out —Page 7 . 

• Women’e probfeniBiaJd 
, bd« ! ~Cenl» . : " 
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low KPA parted 
with Sh 2.7 bn 








From Page / 

board" pay m en to f the staggering 
amount that lias now left the port 
reding under massive unpaid 
debts. 

The- deal between the port 
and the contractors, who nlsonm 
a clearing and forwarding firm, 
had first been questioned in 
parliament byKisumu Rural Ml 3 
Peter Anyang’ Nyong'o , who 
also contented that the tender for 
the contract had not been 
advertised for competitive 
bidding. 

After the investigations that 
were- never made public, the 
contract was said to have been 
suspended nnd a probe, (hat was 
also never made public ordered. 

No thing thereafter was heard 
! about the matter but sources said 

the contractor went ahead with 
the job with the full knowledge 
of (op KPA officials. 

The construction company 
(whose nam6 and those of 
directors I have) is said- to have 

initially been paid Sh 1 .8 billion 

before it even started -any work 
} nl the port. 

Prof Nyong'o had earlier 
claimed that the cost of the 
1 envisaged work had escalated 

from the iniliifili\i;7 billion to 
Sh3.7bil!ionahctL *mo he raised 
I ho matter, jf 

The head cthevci v?j|! service, 
Ptof Philip Mbitnir itdered a 
probe into the alW j Irregular 
tendering and coir’ng of the 
construction of the fr'i ightstation 
on September.25. 1995! but it is 
doubtful whether any 
investigations were ever carried 
out. 

\ 

This reporter established that 
Sh 2.7 billion exchanged hands 
in mid December last year and 
thata top KPA-manager was paid 
Sh-200 million as commission 
for facilitating the Work and 
payment. ' .■ - 

Another ebmpony- managed -■ 
by n Morftbasa tycoon reportedly 
received Sh 50 million from the 
deal for having introduced (hq, , 
consti uctio n com party to Mhe • 
port’s fat cals. .. 

Mycohinctsiti Monies a and - 
Nairobi soiddcala worth millions 
of shillings were being made at > 
Ihcportbelweeii KPA managers, 

How to make 
. extra shilling 

. ■ | Youth groups', women’s > 

; and , other.; 
r dovcioplnental groups in 
' >• , • dmrehes dan raishihat extra ! 

!" i > ■shilling for ihalrptojeots by. 

‘ ; > f . . selling, Target^ Tfpr. pvery .? 
co[iy Of Tflfgtff: sold, the : 
;gtoup'6aihs ^commission 
t .ofi30p^r cent !•' ' - \ ' , i \ 


p|l 






Customs officials and some 

senior port police officers who A"- r «*-* ' 

have become overnight- Hp'V " '■ . : r - ; ' 

millionaires.-. 

Forgery, fraud and sometimes Bg'V.v , ./’A ^. v v- v • • '; - .W 

open theft and- blackmail have 1 ■ ■ ..ft \S‘v /A : ' ■’ '--A .'J»« . ■ T*; :/ ,f f,4B '- 

been the order of the day at East jj.- 'j; -' faiLJ 1 .. ! ' 

Africa's busiest sea ou del. _ ^ 

with corruption and management n 1 — ^^ 1 ***^« 11 • 11 Ve- 

er i sis for a long time, and 

observers, including , 

international donors have on .. 

■ occasions ■ questioned ^ ^ 

lenders 

purchases at the port. : ? 

Theoretically, the KPA only 

handles import and export cargo, Tf 

white the processing of duty and 
clearing of goods, is the direct 

responsibility of the Customs 

Department. 

corSption 61 l’i^nr C pIIn W siaf°! Corru P |Jon galore.;, (he port of Mombasa where everything bdd goes on 

. customs officers nnd port police, ~ """" — .. ., . — 

mostly at senior levels, has been 1 1 W U a ■ m mm — — | 

ra y nOW Of GSli 

supposed to have taken place last ^ 

wook- and this week.. An m 

estimated 1,228 vehicles are said m m m ,*^1 

to hpve disappeared from the W\ ■ ■ 1 Ilf Vi ■ n Q gW 

KP A premises, shortly after they- I ^ V|QI I B FS m. M 

had been gareued for auction. T . , - " " 

Sources in Mombasa-said the ** ' c .°'° p 5 at . 1, [ e f. 001 . eties in By Staff Reporter Your action hai 
vehicleshad been bouglit through bornelatxlKencbadistnctshavB — ... . ■ ■ , . losses to our cli 

privatetreaty by well-connected ^ rved _ noUco ^‘ the troubled joyoubeForeproceedingtocourt milkhasomna! 

people f6r as little as Sh 20,000, Co-operatw&Creameries Your urgent attention is therefore returned for li 

while others were grabbed by < KCC ) that they would go to required to prevent our clients storage iacililii 

officials in Mombasa, equally for courl . ,f they are not paid their being continuously denied 
peanuts. dues in the next one month. their lawful dues". The farme 


jj^fj 






Pay now or esle... 
KCC warned 


Ten:. co-operative sooieties in Bv Staff Retsortar 
BometandKerichodistridshave _ Pywwrwpotur 

served 'notice to' the troubled toyoubeForeproccedingtocourt 
Kenya Co-operativ&Creameries Your urgent attention is therefore 

(KCC) that they would go to required to prevent our clients 
court if they, are not paid their &om being continuously denied 

Him, in Ilia ...» . ■ .1 I £..■ J ,1 


A- clearing- and -forwarding 
company, whose directors also' 
include, senior customs official, 
is S8id Ur have beealeadlng the 
ring of grabbers and buyers. 

.A . Mombasa -tycoon 
implicated m the irregular 
transaction threatened this 
reportcr-with court action and 
"dire consequences “if he 
mentioned his ^ name. 

The government’s 
crackdown comes in the wake of 


dues in the next one month. 

In a letter to the 
Commissioner of Co-operative 
through'- Chclule and Company 
Advocates,- the societies say the 
KCC has withheld their fanners ' 
dues for thelast six months, from 
August last year. They want to 
be paid without any fort her delay. 

The ten societies say (hey 
have suffered considerable loss 
and damage, and .farmers' caws 
arc-dying of tiok-bone diseases, 
Thele tter to the Co-operative 
Commissioner -says in part: 
"Under section 80(1) of the Co- 


their lawful dues". The. farmers contend that 

In another letter addressed to milkin the country sells like “hot 

[lie- Managing Director of KCC .cake" and assert that reports of 
by the same law-firm, the farmers Surplus milk in KCC stores is 


Your action has resulted to great - 
losses to our clients because their 
milkhas on many occasions been 
returned for lack of sufficient 
storage .facilities' -in Soiik". 

The. farmers contend that 
milkin the country sells like “hot 


. - , uvwuuti UU\ 1 ) ui mu 1^0- 

qtynad ■ accusations against the- operative Sooieties Act, (Cbd 
pqrt, thB Customs Department 490) this mnlter has lb be refered 

and the Motor. Vehicle - ' - 

Registration Department in — i 

which oor importers have 

incurred massive lossos- while ■ M | 

bringing in, .clearing' and From Page 1 

registering their vehicles. scheme offered by the itovernm. 


claim 'that they- are aware of a 
move to sell thc-Sotik plant- lo 
some well-connected individuals 
in the name of liberalisation, a* 
move they reject. 

They say theyare therighlful 
owners of the plant,, where they 
deliver, their milk. The farmers 
claim that some milk storage 
tanks have been removed from 
the plant and taken to anunknown 
place and are demanding their 
immediate restoration 
unconditionally, 

Says the letter to the MD:" 


misleading. 

"I( has come to .the 
knowledgeof our olienls that you 
have lefl KCC to be looted and 
plundered os if we are in transit. 
You should -know that though 
our olients are- gpod in keeping 
cows,, they are -lhemsely.es -not 
cows,” says M/s Chelule’s letter 
lolJieMD. 1 

The farmers . accuse looters 
of the -KCC of being worse 
enemies of the country “then the. 
much publicised Brigadier 
Odongo, FEMs and FERA". 


Cash-strapped ADC paralysed 

FtomPaeeJ " *• 


From Page ! be 
-stipulated by- the NC( 
• constitution. 

Themajorroleoflheregk) 
’ committees will be to fsrilii 
ownership and the participali 
ofmember churches in the w« 
of Ihe Council .which will 
determined by. the nec 
identified at the regional lev* 
The responsible* of I 

regions will be: 

■ • To help member churcl 
to mobiike'idenlified resourt 
for a uatainabilityof their pojec 

• T&assessquslificsliontl 

capacity building at acoraimmi 
level and make recommendiuo 
lo the national adviio 
committee. 

• To help the churches n« 
the need of their people alongti 
vision andmlssionbflheCtxiiv 
and its objectives. 

' • To represent and.iwte 
relevant regional realiliei 


bringing in, .clearing' and FtomPagel *' relevant regional realili 

registering llwlr vehicles. scheme offered bv ihe aovernment h.,t « . , 1 th,nk L UlB Y ^ o«^ght nowi May be you can NCCK Executive, ProgP 

wonted as to-wlreLr ill try lo get them next weekbecause none of us here and General Assembly m« 

• Lately some users oflhe port - ourducs" she said lidding that unless L Th Help you . alUie moment". *he finaUy said . To -mobilize the eff< 

hava ihroatened to stop uiingit. owno yut to aavo ll^i I 081 "* " 10 " of ila P ro P ert y flatworking and h*W» 

Last November, prospective it couldnoi btierate ■ v ■ bvioua that In 1992. ftlbst mortof its pime farmlands to well- behalf of the member chu 

car buyers we'rt-stunhed to hear Evidence of this' was claar durin* « „i.i, : individuate. wititin the ruling system. and ; local communities 

that 1 23 oars advertised for public. Develop^nt^ Mos^ these properties were allocated to private regional level, 
auction had beetTolearedby their . parastatal. Desks supposed to be otcubiwi bv f J ® Vcloper8 ^ h ° n6ver P a,d 8 P«nny for them, while . To monitor cl 

.^Ployceswer JL& t hiteat, clear ^ 


auction had beenoteared by thek \ ^ f d «doperswhan6ve 

S8&SS&&*.' esssE 


f „ : shiVingf(¥thaIrprojeoUby. Charlfv Wft^lr ik ■ ' ' Anong the beneficiaries we*e cabinet™!., ia*. 

■ '■■■ - ■ " r -| ■ tiw public relahons- manager s, the corporation’s senior KAmpfriclals.goveniment officers and othe^ 

■ • ■ “f 7 .°/7 flr * e ' lh » By pnlaKiriK, n j^n, ^ S' • P“P>* ^Werad dtahard ..upporto, of ilS' 

\ { i' !’■ , f ; \\ p» ; eatab1(shirteqi ■ bf the -East vi8ited M s jjb-diyisipnof ihe ADC farms isthe 

> •! Istetgncdfif tbdjraeU . ,! : Africhn Cooperation had’ also Thotelophoiteobteaior whniWit.u.-) , B y.^ - . M oi-Ndabi settiemenl scheme in Nakuru districts 

" ' . i i, Cfe copies, the c^minlMion : Ccrttibutfed to theolCan-Ub going berrelfl61^e ' , Y ( ^owhiflnv^!^l ft b ^? n tl ^' lhough ^^jped tp be beriefitting evictees of 

^ h ?b- wo; Itte IhatiimplQ. lr* on atthepon; ' :: - '*? <* , ifeSS 0 ^ 1 ^«P^ 8 clashef of 1*193 is 

\ ^ bel, .!r ed 10 ha ve belted political favourites. 


’ ill inuumw --- 

networking and lobbylni 
behalf of the member chu 
and : local comnmnilte* 
regional level. 

• To monitor ch 
ecumenical progrsmi 
irojects in the region. 

The nine regional ofiiw 1 

replace the current 34 br« 

of the Counoinhrougboy 

country. 

... Other objectives of 
renewed NGCKinrf^^ 
to be a model ai|d living 
of Christian faith'; w 
churches andlhe society; 10 


!:•' 'vvVm^v'-- 25J 


, . • 7 u * s “.jwMiDig money . wcu p« , " _j vd 

meant for farine r”s loans, which they used lo develop interpre talion and flpp ^S 

the same fanpi they hod dubiously 'acquired ‘from the gospel that is relevsnl 
the ailing parietal; ? ■ * ■ contem^tao' soc iet Y' 
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National News 


Theologians challenged 


Theological institutions . have 
been challenged to come up with 
sound theological basis for the 
acceptance of persons with' 
hudicaps as having also been 
created in the image of God and 
th^efaedeserve honour, service 
awl spiritual nourishment. 

The challenge came from 
NCCK's Director- of the 
Advocacy Unit, Mr Samuel 
Kibue during a seminar on 
handicapped lit- church and 
society for North Riff Valley 
Region at the International 
Pentecostal Holiness Church and 
Conference Centre, Eldbrci 


By. Seth Muslsl 

Mr Kabue said the NCCK 
was endeavouring to play an 
enabling role through co- 
ordination,- advocacy, training 
and where possible,, availing 
resources to • the churches to 
incorporate the handicapped iii 
all aspects of the church life. 

He said Ihe Unit, through its 
Programme for Persona with 
Handicaps (PPH) wanted to 
change the attitude held by the 
churches and the community in 
genera] that the -.handicapped 


Standard fires 
'troubleshooters' 


Last week's- sacking of four 
employees of-Jhe East African 
Standard climaxed the tense 
situation in which East- Africa’s 
oldest newspaper grouphas been 
operating since Lonrho Pic sold 
its chareholding in the company 
to "mysterious" local and 
international entrepreneurs.- 

Messrs Kihu ■ Irimu, Amos 
Onyatta, Patrick Mwangi and 
George MWamodo were given 
matching orders by Managing 
Director BobiHoIt after a two- 
day meeting attended, by among 
Where, chairman'Mark Too. 

The sacking letters handed 
read in part: "You- have been 
■uirnnarilly dismissed for gross 
misconduct ' by acting in an 
insulting manner against the 
company, its senior managers and 
its boafd... This culminated into 
■giving instructions to a lawyer (c- 
commence legal proceedings 
•gainst an -officer of this 
company,” 

Altamatlvaftinfl 

Tbe four , had been -agitating 
for- legal action against the, 
^pony’s personnel arid legal' 
«faua manager,: Ms Constance 
Ruhiti, for allegedly asBUming.a 
dperenf identity at the Income 
Tax Department to gain access 
to-tbeir files, 

• . .fe.lfohiu, ■accordlng’.to the 
. employees' lawyer, was 
•Uegedly aOektng inside 
^formation concerning a new 
provident fund- the employees 
Purportedly formed and want 
. managed by the Madison 
infante Company. • The 
HT? have ' beep anxraus 
■^utlhw pens ion aodProvident 
K*J^hg toSh $l million 
^Hwanttransrotedfrom 
• r W!Rwtcee to Madisom 
v T^ v *r.' latest 

; ^wpmenU- indicate that, the 
^ tUng “P " 1 

but Without 
^auj ting the aggrieved 
. • employees, • ' 

b Andgoeaback 

■ j® ‘ho^fraewhen Lontbo soldits 

SS Jt f elin African 
Wpational 'Finance 
gwation, whiohiii tamowned* 


SBBSsase*'?.' 


should be cared for within 
institutions where all decisions 
were made for them and which 
did not promote the sense of 
independent living. 

He said the handicapped 
should begiventheopponunities 
to participate on equal terms with 
the reslof ihe people in all aspects 
of church work and development. 

He saidhis unit would educate 
the public on the rights of the 
handicapped as human beings 
and elimination ofdiscrimination 
on the basis of the handicaps in 
employment, property ownership 
and freedom to live anywhere. 


The seminar, attended by 50 
church leaders, was told the unit 
would lobby for legislation of 
specific laws that would protect 
the rights or the handicapped to 
employment, trade, welfare, 
freedom to associate and proper 
representation in courts 
irrespective of communication 
difficulties. 

This, Mr Kabue said, would 
call for consultations with legal 
experts for identification of 
discriminatory. laws and -legal 
commissions that affect, the 
handicapped. 


He said iheunitwould involve 
institutions such as the police in 
public awareness efforts on the 
special nature of the problems of 
different categories of 
handicapped people such os those 

with impaired hearing, physically 
handicapped road users, visually 
handicapped pedestrians and 
those he called developmcntally 
handicapped people used by able 
people to carry out .dangerous 
criminal missionson ihbir behalf. 

Mr Kabue said the.-NCCK 

Turn to PageS 


' have o^ n 


By Staff Reporter 

annonymous newowners were 
financing- the buy-out with their 
pension. 

Asihings took a differentturn 
following last week's socking of 
the four, Mr Holt said the East 
AfricanStandanf would institute 
legal proceedings against the 
sacked employees and their 
lawyer, Mr Paul . Mwangi, for 
libel and’defamation after making 
what he described asa “series of 
wild and Unsubstantiated claims 
and allegations against anofficer 
of.lhe companyi” 

Incidentally, the four 
employees were on. their annual 
leave when the sackings were 
effected. 

Sources at Likoni Road say 
the situation may not improve 
with the sacking of the 
“disgruntled four." 

Two -weeks before their 
sacking, the-ManagingEditor of 
theSunday Standard , Ms Esther 
Kamweru resigned in -what, 
sources said was out-of pressure 
from; “the mainly while 
management- currently running 
the 'newspaper." 

- Ms Kamweru, until then 
Kenya's only-woman Managing 
Editor of a national newspaper, 
is said to have disagreed with' the 
management over policy issues 
pertaining . to the ranuing of the 
Sunday tabloid. 

Going by the happenings of 
the last few weeks, the newspaper 
may be dogged with further 
problems- as secret deals about 
its purchase-come to the fore. 


Last week, the-uaily Nation, 
quotinglhe London-basedA/Wm 
CottfdenJtal, identified leading 
Kami notables as the behind-the- 
scenes operators who acquired 
the nowspaper from Lonrho. 

It -named Messrs Joshua 
KuleL who is President Moi’s 
private secretary at Slate House, 
Kerin South MP Nicholas Biwbtt, 
Vice-President George Saitotl 
ancfPresident Moi’s sons, Gideon 
and Jonathan as having acquired 
57 pier cent shares in the-Eari 
Africah Standard ; . . 

_ The , Confidential also - . 
claimdd that the stile oftite paper 
cam* tihly aflac kn ^a(?atMich to 
FpRD-Asili chairman Kenneth 
Matiba failed. ' 


mmm 








ook launched 


There is. need for -more research” 
on how the gospel can be 
Africarpzed to make it more 
meaningful -ana relevant lo 
Africans, according to Bishop 
Ndingi Mwana .’a Nzeki. 

The prelate, who was 
officially launching Towards An 
African Narrative Theology at 
I the Meiyknoll Centre in-Nairobi, 

I commended efforts of Father 
Joseph Healey (author) for not 
only writing thebook but also for 
his tireless Initiatives -in 
- incultu radpg the gospel. (Review 
on Page 13J. 

■The,bishop of the Catholic 
Diocese of Naknni said the book 

was Bp far the first serious attempt 

to implement thedecisiona oflhe 
■ A frican Svnod held in Rome in 
1994 and officially handed over 
to -Africa byPope John Paul last 

war , , 

Thelaunch brought together 

Counselling seminar 

A one-day counselling seminar- 
lakes placeat the Hilton Ybtel tit 
Friday. February 2. 

Organised by Oasis 
, Counselling Centre, the seminar, . 
Whore theme is The Family . in 
the ‘90s r~ Is there any hope?, 
will be addressed by renowned - 

Ahierioan . counsellor Gary, 
Cdllins; president of ’he 
American - Association- of 
Christian Counsellors -and 
interim president of the 


By Jeff Mbure 

eminent theologians, ecumenical 
leaders and ordinary -Christians 
for the brief but colourful 
ceremony during which Fr 
Healey autographed several 

Thebook which lefttheptreas 
3asimO''th is published by Pauline 
Publications- Africa and is 
dedicatd to "the Christians in 
Eastern Africa who have written 
a narrative theology with their < 
lives''. Bishop Ndingi narrated 
how Christianity and traditional 
beliefs had co-existed among the j 
Kamba people since the 
missionaries brought the gospel 
to Kenya and called on Africans 
to explore ways and -means of 
ensuring that -the fruits -of Ihe 
African Synod were deeply 
rooted in their beliefs, . 

Otie of the ways to do this 
was to inculturate the gospel so - 
that it can genuinely penetrate 
the minds, and spirit of the 
Africans, ha said, . . 

In his forward to theSh 400 
book. Bishop Ndingi says: “This 
book is an qltempt to help the 
African person to look at God’s 
creation, its wanders, its beauty 
ila co-ordination and through the . 
creation to aeeihe saving mess age - 
of Christ revealing itself to him/ 
her. And thus, by Christ, in Christ 
and through Christ (o accept the’ 
living and true God who through- 
all eternity . lives In 


Church leaders from all 
over Kenya joined 
senior management 
staff of the NCC$ early 
this week for the Launch 
of the Council’s 
regional offices. Here 
participant^ at the one- 
day ceremony are 
scryed tea at the 
tlftjingamano House 
Christian Students 
Leadership Centre in 
Nairobi. 


Bishop Mwaluda 

Diocesan 

priorities 

outlined 

The construction of diocesan 
income-generating office 
complex in Voi town is one of 
ihe five immediate physical 
development priorities of the 
Taita-Taveta CPK Diocese. 

The priorities were outlined 
lo the diocesan committee 
representatives in Nairobi last 
week by Bishop. Samson 
Mwaluda. -He was addressing 
the faithfuls from the district at 
St Stephen ’a community halL 

Other priorities are: 

* Provisionuf sreJiableWshop's 
car, 

* construction of the bishop's 
residence, 

* construction of a cathedral at 
Voi- and 

* renovation andconstcuctionof 
income-generating Eklesla 
(church) houses in -Wundanyi, 
Taveta, Mwatate and 
Kighombo. 

The purpose of the meeting 
was to invite full participation 
by CPK members froth thql 
district in the building of thti 
naw diocese. 

Bishop Mwaluda spoke on 
the topic ."Where there is no 
vision, ’people perish” 

. Hesaid the diocese intended 
to be self-governing, self-; 
supporting, self-propagating, 
self-offering,- self- selling and 
unity promoting. 

On the progressmade during 
the past two years, the prelate 
said the period witnessed a wide 
and deep pastoral nurturing of 
1 the-failhftiH: Seven deacon a and 
two priests were ordained while 
six people - have joined Bible 
colleges, one the Church Army 
Training Co l lege inNairobi, and 
two Si. Paul's Theological 
I College, Limuro. 
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The truth shall set you free 1 

I Timely move by Moi 
on draft Press bills 

Kenyans must have welcomed with relief Pit sidem Daniel 
ai ?P [”° l s wdhdrawal of the two contentious draft Press bills 
which Attorney General Amos Wako intended to introduce in 
parliament for debate and approval next month. 

The bills, whose provisions were allegedly modelled on a 
gerian decree used by the military regime to shut down 
independent newspapers, would have, if they became law 
been pumtive to say., he least- to the newspapers themselves 
and die pracuoncrs of-joumalism as well. . * 

Wc can only guess why the government saw it fit-io come 
up with such bills at tliis time. What is however obvious after 
reading the drafts is that they would have constituted a threat 
todcmocratic rights of the citizenry of this country. The spirit 

Information technology is today highly sophisticated and 
£“,2 ™? 0fl lhiMO " lllr yl«>owsl h is. Ind ecd.-Kenyajishave 
A^“"?. eVen , enj0y ' !d SOmc of lh0 freedoms which ihe 
Attorney General wanted to curtail through the draft bills. It is 
for Hus reason ihat Kenyans roundly condemned the bills, 
■^ccuizenry hungers for news and opinions regarding the 
wlmcaLreallly u> the country, for without the correcrand 
Blcvani information, there is no way informed decisions 

yarding the manner- in wliicKcltizcns are governed can be. 
lotaiped. 

m * dia iS ' an ‘"dispensable . prerequisite in 
temoCTalic governance. Such media is avenunfor avarietyof 
•ubllc voices and. were My-Wako's WUs lo be accepted it 
rauid have been difficult to-see how Kenya couhfaTOid 
averting to the rule by an entrenched leadership that is nm 
nly manipulabvc but also intimfdating. 

Needless to say, communication .is a two-way affair in 

i dem^t PUt ,08ether and “‘“prere ideas and opinions, 
temocrniic governance - and our government sobscrijjes to 

^ P fr ,U “ ySels publJc agendfl on what issues the- 
»pld would like lopay atlentiod loand at lliesame lime gives ' 

ewS^ >r " mty l0pMiclpate ln 'hedebatebyairingtheir 

Oniy a free ant] independent media is in a position to nlav 
ls . ro e effectively, As Ihe chief government adviser.^ 
°eneral should have considered this. Instead, he ' 

ose lo come up with draft bills entertained only in mflilarv 

iimes and the collapsed communlat dictatorships. ^ 

a i™e when emplmsis is on. accountability and 

sritontrm “ SU, ? risi,,E Ulatke "y« Should be seep to be. 
Britig off these pathways, it is-.not clear what wrong the - 

vernment saw in a media that aims at maklng the citizenry 

“ P a !' li , ci S anls m the .country’s- democratic process 

ock up child molesters 

1 goings on In Ihe cpunirybf Hie test few weal™ «aaNii • 

iwi .1 : • •11 
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Kewasis Interview 
quite revealing 

to an interview in your Iasi issue. 
Bishop 'Stephen Kewasis 
Nyorosok ofthe Eldorci Diocese 
admitted that the CPK 
constitution has weaknesses and 
needs to be re- written. 

However tlie CPK faithful 
would like to know: 

• Who is re-writing the CPK 
constitution? 

■ Which clauses are being 
amended? 

• Why is the churth 
cons titution being -.amended ’ 
selectively in secrecy7 

• What are the terms of 
references of the team or 
jndividuals amending the 
constitution? 

• Do the CPK teithfbl have 
any input in their own new 
constitution? 

• Why the secrecy indrafting 
auch important public document? 

• If the CPK faiihftil are not 
involved in writing. their own 
constitution, how are they 
expected to abide by and fespect 

• Isthe new constitution being 
amended by a few' people going 
to be democratic with clear 
definition of CPK synodical 
government and the mission of 
the church? 

■ Is. the tenure of office of 


The Editor, 
Target, t 
Boa 45009 
Nairobi 



Dairy farmers demoralised 

The latestgoyerrnnem statement One minister was responsible 

Uiamhas appointed a new-KCC for relief maize, which was 
mmittee is not only eventually sold to National 
disappointing but demoralizing Cereals and Produce Board: thus 
to dairy farmera countrywide. demoralizing farmers. 

This decision was unwnnf<vi Snm«. 


' -....uyn lut. 

This decision was unwanted 
because it ia just an expansion of 
*he Task Force, and the dairy 
farmers expected the government 
to announce immediate milk 
payments to them and a detailed 
programme for restructuring 
KCC operations, as -well as 
withdrawing its mighty hands 
from KCC affairs. 

It is equally disheartening 
that some of the ministers 
appointed in the cbminitlee are 
not qualified to handle KCC 
affairs. 

Some ministers have ' 


i. * flave uairy larmers in Kenya 
Witnessed the collapse of KCC aupportMrMaikToO'sproirosals 
while it was in their imnistriiu, that vrr . ,!»»» 1 


r— •«»«« tIUha, .. .. 

:v 


™vnuniw|j ana DlSQOpS going tQ 
be reduced 16 eight years subject 
Inretirement at 60 years of age? 

• Are thd.enormoua powers 
of the-bishops going to have any 

■ checks -and balances? 

IcalHipon the CPK whenre- 
wn ting the constitution to abolish 
completely articles XIX, XX and ' 
XXI on the separate bouses of 
i bishops, clergy, and laity. This 
* segregation and- 'discrimination 
just encourages feudal (class) 
system within the church which 
is unbiblical and unchristian. 

-. The CPK faithful Want -to 
Mason .together wlththeir clergy 
:and bishops 6n all matters' 
inciudingfaith aridorder! 1 

■ ■l constitution, must 

d<uw cfefldy the mission ' . 
and rawof the chureh within the 

/society. Wh?h' tee CPK was 

cejebraihig its; ttOvyWra/ 
a ^‘Vfa«y, a Was difficult to ’ 
Pw®. 1 ’specific contribuliofis 
iWhwh ■ It- has. to the. poor, aick, ' 

■ prisoned or the disabled, , 1 ' . 

;• ■ . ' - • • ; Nairobi 


- — 

whde it was in their ministries, 
Some minis ters manipulated 
eleotion regulations during the 
recent KCC elections in- -favour 
of their friends. 

Some ministers have* not 
issued ministerial statements on 
■KCC state of affairs. 

Some ministers confirmed 
Mr Chebelyon as KCC chairman, 
while knowing that he had been 
deFeated by Mr Stanley Metto. 

Tho private firms of some 
ministers -have been importine- 


Some- ministers were 
responsible, for tee axing of the 
Task Force Chairman. 

If the government, was 
sincere in the appointment of the 
latest committee-, the move 
should have been gazetted , and 
IheCabinetSecretaiy, Prof Philip 
Mbithi, should have made the 
announcemenl.- 

The committee should have 
included ministers like Musalia 
Mudavadii J. Kanwtifo, K. Ngalo, 
D. Mbela and MP?N* Biwou, Dr 
Mlsoi and J; Koech, 

Dairy farmers in Kenya 

ri. n v^-a W i_fti ..I - 


iviaiKiooB proposals 
that KCC should be decentralized 
and managed by professionals, 
It is not true that KCC Task 
Force failed 'in its deliberations 
because its efforts to unearth 
corrupt practices in the 
organisalioriwerepunotured and 
frustrated by- the firing of its 
ohairman. Why has the 
government chosen to reappoint 
thesamapeison?; 

It is a general opinion of d airy 
farmers that the Task Force 
should be. left -alone to operate 


fnXTfV , V n imp0rtl,Tg ’ SlKaild ten -alone to operate 
foodstuffs - and Farm impute, . s and the others disbanded ‘ • 

' v- government should tell 
* S?« ? CC, ? 0b en ? 8 ‘ Kenyans tee real causes of KeC 

. rnvaienrms of one ministers problems. , Edwin Kim*tn 

l h :VrT^ 8 priva,B . Ehalrmdm,X*rkho District 
dauypJant mKoricho district. C^^uZ n [ 

Horrifying, disgusting incident 

hl^hf^ nt ^ M °- mba8a cadent laws’’ If this is allowed to 

Mgnng^e^: iij . t h e daily continue withoulanyaClion being 

papers of. a. senior nnlirw tiken.' vinlMo* ui.ll 


■newspapers of. a senior police laken, violence w fli ; inevitably ■ 
^cersbppmg a KenyanciOien, ( spread all over the county. 

S i- lfr'- 6 * "» : -The officer .hould . be 

whv h?« r ff he enquircd !• aoapepded from. tee services of 
c^teagues^ ^ were, : ,, Utumishi-'Xwa Wote” and 
‘ d « ci Pliried accordingly. -Mr 
r W v- Ki ^ W be. offered' an 

whaSZ^r ! .^ government should npf 

wnat happened last year in . condemn «JaI-«^ -mi- sL 


. oote nomtying and'. 

^ .Thk happened te Bam'buri 
, PoU^?® Station and is a repeat of- 

Wnjil ■ k DIMS.., iil.- .7- "I 


’ what ■ ? r , - .““ government should npt 

' Nakurh PP a ? 1 a,t , yoar in •- condemn viplepce.. while . its 
Kenyan,. ^ «• ln.lig.Ung it.. ; 


‘■■■XMtm mu.. . ng : -', '®|ucoi ire tniligiliiig it, • 

■g'. m ri. , *» «“°h , The 1 harassment, .against, 

r • ■ " * i Bfing,, activists, Jhicludliia Mr 

■■ P * u * IjpU*- : *ni'tJr : B!chanl ; 
UsekwstioulS^ase.- 

.station, -they don', oMerve any . ‘.Gtorgt N. Mwkctti, IVnireM 


When Nigeria, Africa's 1 

populous country, bee 
I independent in I960, it was 

■ by many as Africa's grew I 
e the future, 

s 

\ Thirty six years down 

s road, the country is ruled by 
'of the worst dictators in ths wc 
* T* 1 ! 8 leadership jgno 

J international intervention 

J went ahead to murder acdsir 

| writer-environmentalist 1 

: S-aro-Wiwa and his ei, 

associates as heads of slate ; 
1 government of 

1 Commonwealth weremeetin, 

New Zealand last November 

The audacity by ll 
murderous gang in. Abuja 
mainly because of the v 
fortunes they have managed 
cream off from Ihe sale 
petroleum that their coumiy 1 
in plenty, 

’General Sani Abacha, 
matter what oilier people ft 
happens to be tee worst of ! 
military dictators that ih 
colmtry has produced. 

In his jails today arc p«^ 
like former, president ( 
Obasanjo and the man wh« 
presidency, was stolen in 1$ 
Chief Moshond Abiola. 

• ■ Human rights activists Jil 
Nobel Prize laureate Wo 
Soyinka liaveran away to step j 
their campaign against » 
Abacha granny front Wests 

, capitals. 

\ .. . . *• 

Ip spiite pf everything else, 
is Nigerians themselves who « 
save themselves from the lib 

of Abacha. How togo abdutdoir 

that is the issue. 

' They have tried ekciloj 
which wd up in disaster as Ih 
military- junto intervenes 1 
, ‘saye ,, the country from thegflei 1 
oit^d evils like corfuption. ■ 
Iti the meantime, 

Afriba- is down on its * ne r 
praying fo^mirapl® to hepP® 1 u 

N, * r “- umm 
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Satanism threat: Independent 
churches most vulnerable 


By Maurice Onyango 


The biggest challenge Christian 
organisBlions face in Africa is 
the “alarming growth of satanism 
and Ihe African ■ independent 
churches are the most vulnerable 
due lo lack of formal and 
theological education" in their 
leadership, says the Rev- Njeru 
Wambugu. 

The Rev Wambugu, who is 
bishop-elect of the Western 
DioceBeof National Independent 
Church of Africa (NICA) and 
also acting General Secretary of 
the Organisation of African 
Instituted Churches (OAIC), 
called for concerted christan 
efforts ih fighting satanism 
inslegdof confronting it assmoll 
groups. 

In an interview covering a 
wide range of subjects, the Rev 
Wambugu said young 
Christians, the unemployed arid 
university -students were the 
targets of cults and Beets in 
Africa. 

“We need to team up. as 
national continental Christian 
organisations to address this 
issue as a matter of urgency. We 
must be properly prepared as 
Christians because this is an area 









The Rev Wambugu (centre) with somg delegates at a recent black and white 
ecumenical meeting at the Methodist Guest House. 


where .we need to collaborate,” 
says the-bishop-elccl. 

According to him, it is the 
-empowered and educated 
Christian who can help 
Christianity to stand its ground 
in Africa. He. called on . the 
Christian fraternity to helpequip 
independent churches for this 
war. 

The Rev Wambugu, fears 
abject poverty among followers 
of independent -churches may 
make them easy, prey to oults 
tltat offer money. 


Theologians 

challenged 


From Fogg 3- 

■imed at empowering, the 
handicapped to live economically 
decent and respectable lives' by 
“Misting them to participate in 
nisting credit schemes and 
offering the necessary -training 
for small-scale entrepre neurship. 

“Il-is a fact- that the vast 
majority, of working-age 
population who are handicapped 
j^ant to live useful and productive 
he said noting that the 
“■Iteea of labour force growth 
^jxesentftcofiomiccons train is 
facing the country required new 
•Pproaehes- to preparing and • 
wuling handicapped persons to 
become economically ■ self- 
nlistu. 

Bill the handioppped would 
| B< Pb“aR»opriate skills training- 
'd jrithw the rural-based self- 
employment, activities or .the 
^ban informal sector self or 
S^P-empteyment, he- said. 
^ terin emphasis 
•TbWklbeonpriehteiibnof skills ■ 
' "JSteg towards the provisionof 
rJ7 0r «wl?e8 required in tee 
■^^munity.jaidMrKabue. 

‘ ijil . State CbuhBel at 
Gener.l’l 
™J l w i Ms Josephine Sinyo, 
J8ed male church leaders to also ' 
•gW -SLUMS ' W |th physical 


•A 1 x • 


chauvinistic when it oamB to 
making marriage vows as they 
preferred female partners with . 
no physical disabilities, 

Ms Sinyo did not spare men - 
with physical disabilities also for 
prererring to marry women 
without disabilities. 


She criticised families and. 
society in general for 
discriminating against - female 
children with disabilities -whom 
they over-protected or secluded 
while the male children were 
.given every support, morally or: 
o therwise, to sustain them as any 
other normal children. 

• Shesaiditwasnotacrimefbr 
one to be physically disabled as 
disability -was caused either by 
disease, accident or during ihe- 
gestation period, a situation that 
was. beyond anybody’s control. 

Andrew- Owino of 
Educational Assessment and 
Resource- Services told the 
seminal- (hat boarding- was not 
encouraged these days for 
children with physical 
disabilities. 

This was because parents 
tended to ease tftq burden of care 
and : lovi to the schools concerned 
while tee children who spent 
most, tor tapir rifim in boarding 
schools : tended • to became 
■ "msfitationalued". , •.- 


Hedocs not see aduplication- 
of roles between OAIC and the 
All -African Conference of 
Churches (AACC). 

"I don’t see the. OAIC 
fighting with any national or 
international Christian 
organisation. There is enough 
work ter us to strengthen the 
church in Africa. Moreover, we 
are working Tor different 
constituencies. 

“My vision is to see us 
collaborating and sharing of 
resources, funds and personnel 

Muindl calls 
for better 
roads in 
Nyandarua 

By Anthony Njagl 


Farmers- in Nyandarua district 
risk losing.millions of shillings 
from unsold agricultural products 
if the government does not 
improve the condition of roads 
in the area. 

According lo Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church of Bast 
Africa, tlieRev Bernard Muindi, 
most farmers could not transport 
their harvest from the terms to 
the markets because of . the 
impassable roads. . 

. The Rev Muindi said the 
infrastructure of the district 
should be improved since the 
area has high agricultural 
potential which could boost the 
country’s economy. 

Addressing hundreds of 
faithfuls at Mugumu PCEA 
Church in Njablni Shopping 
Centre ofNyandarua Presbytery, 
Ihe Moderator said the- worst 
affected roads were in Engineer 
and Mihnraii-Wat\}6hi area Of 
Kipipiridivision and inOhKalau 
Dundori. , 

The Rev Milindi was on a 
four-day vifit tp Nyandarua 
Presbytery accompanied by tee 
.secretary general, Dr Samuel 
.Mwanikii tee deputy secretary 
general, the Rev Patrick 
Rukenya, the finance officer, 1 Mr 
Saphia Mburu, tee departmental 
secretaries . Francis Kihiko 
(project), : Joseph . . Ngar? 
(communioat ion), John Mbugua 
(electron ic -Media),! Charles 
Kibicho (youth), StepheitMaUtoi 
(boys and girls . brigade) ■ and 


for tee benefit of Clirisiranily 
and the peopleofthis continent," 
he says. 

He sees a greater need now - 
than ever before for the OAIC to 
strengthen its relationship with 
AACC and tlie World Council 
of Churches “to help- in 
moderating our faiths." 

The OAIC boss sees his first 
task as restructuring his 
organisation's departments to 
respond to (lie need of African 
independent churches in -the 
s£yen regions of Africa. 


“One of my first tasks will 
be to create capacity building in 
the African Independent 
churches in various regions of 
ihecontincnt", hosays. This will 
mean restructuring tee OAIC's 
budgeting system to be 
responsive to the needs of Ihe 
whole continent without over- 
concentration efforts in Eastern 
Africa. 

Of the organisation 's seven 
departments, only Theological 
Education by Extension (TEE) 
section has a continental 
network. The .Rural 
Development Programme, 
which has successful pilot 
projects in Eastern Africa is yet 
■ lo start programmes in other 
regions duo to limited funds. 

Apnrt from the Eastern 
African region, -there are- West 
Africa I and II, Nigeria, Zaire, 
Madagascar and Southern 
Africa. 

"We hope from now on to 
degigq projects with Africa in 
mind, so as to be seen as a 
continental organisation in word 
and deed," says the Rev 
WambugUi 

Indigenous churches in 
Africajiave a-populatjon of more 
Turn taPago 10 , 


KU forms 
theatre group 

By Dkoko Tory 1 1 

The teaching staff of Kcnyaila 
University has formed a theatre 
group by the name Kenyatta 
University. Staff Production. 

Under the auspices of the 
university's Department of 
Literature and lbatof Performing 
and Creative Arts Centre, the 
group is set to perform Francis 
Imbuza's The Successor. 

The play will premier in 
Nairobi at Miujiza .Players 
Theatre between February 2nd 
and 3rd before it moves to 
Tam bach Secondary School Moi 
University, Baraton University 
and the Masenn University. 
College. 

The play, directed by 
Wasombo Were boastsof names 
such m David Mulwa, Evans 
Mugarizi and Tom Maburu in 
diccast. It is about ambition and 
abuse of power in an African 
stale of Mascra. 

Elsewhere, W A home 

- Mutahi's play, Mugaihe 
Mtibogaihi opened yestciday at 
Kenya National Theatre whileat 
teeProfessional Centre.Pfioemx 
players have set up a six-month 
production schedule that will see 

tee. theatre booked uptoXuly. 

J.B. Priestley's Dangerous 
Comer lias been showing Since 
the January. 26. It closes on 
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during the Nyandarua tour, 

technical editor Wainaina 
Gichuhi. .. 

.The clergyman said it was 
extremely expensive to maintain 
vehicles in the- area due. to tlie 
slate of roads. The district -is a 
major -.producer of milk and 


vegetables. 

The Moderator advised tlie 
faithful to speak out against Ills 
in the sociely-and urged -leaders 
to put the welfare of the 'future 
generations at heart, 

He criticised -leaders who 


werefondof grabbing land meant • 
for public amenilieslike schools 
and hospitals* He feared Ihat 
people in urban areas would soon 
forgeth ow grass and trees looked 
like if plot grabbing was not 


Wangari among international panelists 


Internationally renowned 
Kenyan environmentalist 
WangariMaathai was in the panel 
of international leaders and 
environmentalists Ihat awarded 
the ,1995 United- Nations 
Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) S as akawa Environment 
Pn ®'- ■[': ■. 

The. US 200,000 prize. -for • 
outstanding contribution to jhe 
1 protection -and management of 
tee environment went to Prof 


Canaganayagnn Suriyaktomaran . 
of Sri'Lqnka and the team of Dr 
Norman Myers of Britain and Dr 
PeterRavem of the UnitcdStates 
- of America. 

Apart from Prof Maathai 
other panelists were Dr Pastrana 
Bonero, Princess Clmlabjion of 
Thailand, D* Russell Peterson, 
President Emeritus of the 


NationalAudubon Society, Lord 
Clinton -Davis, who is life peer 
of tee House of Lords, and Dr 
Abdulbar AJ-Gain, president of 
the Meteorology. . .-and 
Environmental Protection 
Administration of S Audi Arabia. 

The -UNEP Sasakawa 
Environment-Prize is awarded 
annually to • leading 
environmentalists ondrccognizes 
the work of those individuals at 
Ihe global loifeh': 


. j i- r . • ■ 
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African traditional ancestor 
worship and appeasement of the 
spirits is now .officially- 
fashionable in the West African 
nation of Benin. 

The government of President 
Nicephore Soglo declared 
January- 1 1 a national holiday to 
mark the recognition- of voodoo 
asareligioarVoodoo iiareligkm 
based on belief in witchcraft and 
magical riles. 

Westerner*- still refer to 
voodoo variously /as a “cult", 
"culture", “animistic" or 
"pagan isnT. 

The curtain-raiser- to the 
insinuation of voodoo as an 
officially recognised religion was 
the"Obidah92", the fin l festival 
of voodooculture and aria which 
took place, from February 8 to 
18, ‘1993 in Ouidah 43 kilometers 
West of capital Cotonou. 

At the Uina, the organisers of 
llie international .event, which 
was opened by President Soglo, 


Extremists 
cause 
havoc in 
Bujumbura 

ExtremlatefromBurandraTuisi 
minority have brought business 
in Uto capital Bujumbura to a 
standstill to force. President 
Sylvestrp Niibanlunganya to 
rcslgp. 

Despite ■ major deployment 
by crack army troops, residents 
of the troubled city appeared 
-unwilling lo go to work for fear 
df ethnic clashes, and banks, 
many offices and public services 
did "not open- their doors, 
espcdaHyonTuesday last week, 
The ■standstill -was brought 
about without violence by a Tutsi 1 
movem ent,*-Y outh Solidarity for 
the Defence, of - Minorities 
(SOJEDEM) lod by Deo 
Nlyonfcima andTufci extremist 
organisations, Which accuse 

• NUbaittunganya, aHutu hi charge 
of ashaky coalition, of conniving . 
with Hutu extremis t * gangs 

’ fighting guerrilla war. against 
. the Tutsi-dominated army, 

.. i The-iarmy deadly, distanced 

• itself from- the extremists, buiit 
is frequently; aooused df 

. collaborating 1 with them in the 
small Central 'African highland 

• nation-, . where relief, workers 
/eitipiate. ethnic killings, claim 

about 30. lives everyday... 

• ' /.Hardliners in. tha main -Tutsi ' 
■ opposition party,-,thei, Union for*' 
-Natio^, Progress (UPRQNA), 

' had also 'planned to hold *. 
; ; .; :d9rapnatratlon in’ font of ahe 
; 1 JftSTty *® KoAdqU ariajw.v 

^QpRONAnt^^^wjthafr 

K id- Withdraw confidence in 
iniunganyaondpull out of 
t -tine: coalition arid the, national 
; i.,,aa^WyvlbnTtB4 itvSeptatober 
jl994‘ir\‘a.W^ Btave-o^maw 
« H b\66dlottitig betweenTUtsia ahd 




took care to suppress the religious 
basis ofvogdoo. 

At the inauguration of the 
festival. President Soglo 
emphasised that voodoo was the 
common-link between Benin — 
indeed the whole of. the west 
coast of Africa that had provided 
the slaves during the era of slave 
trade — and thefalack di as para of 
the Americas and the Caribbean . 
Many df the guests came from 
Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago and 
West Africa.. 

The president said that at least 
4 millions out of 'Benin’s 7,5 
million people worship ancestors 
or spirits at one lime or -another. 
Those are clearly staggering 
figures for a country that is 
regarded mainly Catholic, with 
Islam considered the second 
main stream religion. 

Benin is apoor country whose 
economy was ruined by the- 
mis guided -.m arxisl military 
dictatorship of former ruler 


Matthew Kerokou 

Soglo claims 3 million 
Beninois or descendants of 
Beninois migrated abroad either 
by the effects of slavery in the 
1 8th century or in later years. 

Voodoo preceded slavery on 
the west coast of Africa by three 
centuries. The practice thrivedin 
West Africa by the 15lh century, 

Alan Anderson of the Centre 
for the Sludy-of New Religions 
in Birmingham, United 
Kingdom, says "Beninois are not 
alone in the practice of voodoo. 
"Voodoo is the traditional 
religion of West Africa*, he 
emphasised. It was suppressed 
in the colonial period when it 
was equated with witchcraft and 
it continued tabe sensationalised 
by magazlnos and Western 
writers in modem times. 

One of the prominent aspects 
of voodoo ii appeasement of 
spirits through sacrificial 
offerings of children and 


domestic animals. Traditional 
liquor is offeredas "libation" for 
the purpose. 

It is not yet clear how the 
' Catholic Church in Benin views 
the- latest developments. 
Officially it has the largest 
number of followers of any one 
religion in the country. 

However, it is interesting to 
-note that Pope John Paul n, 
during his most recent visit to 
Africa last September, remarked 

about tile similarity between the 
communion with saints. in 
Catholicism and ancestor 
■ worship in African religions. 

Indeed, -at the Resurrection 
Gardens in Nairobi, the pope 
received an African traditional 
priest who officially blessedhim . 

— APS \ 



Some of theretyfrec children fftim the Central African couptriy 


ics refuse to 
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ipble y^.’m^awed 
ttrt^eleoted-H^tu 
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The Soman CaUiejic Church 1 in 
Zimbabwe hasiefUsed to register 
its relief agency, the .Catholic 
Development Commission 
(C ADEC), under a controversial 
■new, law, 

Church spokesman Oskar 
Wermler- saief Catholic bishop 
were unhappy that life new act, 
which sailed .through parliament 
Ustyear, gave-a cabinet minis ter 
absolute powers over -non* 
fiovermnental organisations 

(NGQs) without providing any 
. legal repot ira?,v/, J,-'. 

•V v , l< ’nie bfth6ps are unhappy- 
.with the act, which, gives the 
minister enormqus powers 1 and 
there la no; legal- redress, 11 . 
; Werriuer said. 1 “Voluntary 
Organisations eanriot defend 
themseives Wen if thaminlstcr 
toeelVeia. faU« Infotsrialloh. 

. Natrirpi; justice.; demand* .‘that ' 
■ there , is reepuree to ig^'lfre 
ititted. / > ■ ; :: - .V ' - 1 ' 

Theohuirih Warned thatifltlB. 
prwlsvriwd'to register, !iv !wlU : 
ohaHenge the.mattdr inoourtto 
;<tet^mine ; die VcbrialU ; 


•of th'e Private Voluntary 
-. Organisation Act, an amendment 

• of the 1974 Welfare Act designed 
tomonitorNGOs. ’ 

When the bill was -enacted, 
many NOOa were concerned but 
reactedoautiously, though Oflqte 
Borne have openly.crfticiseti the 
.act, which- puts them under the , 
direct scnitinyofthpgovernment; 

_ The Zimbabwe .--Human - 
Rights Association last -month 
said The act went far beyond - 
.legitimaffi oversight of NGOs by 1 
I the government } threatening their 
■independence and -opening tho- 
way tb governmental abuse and 

wnjnption, ■' >- 

■ It laid. the nfcW law allowed 

• the Public Service, Labour -urid 
Social Welfarri Mlnistarlb tain';- 
,oyer i the. running of’NGOq bha 1 
number of “vague and.ilK- 
depried'igriJubdi, ' . v 

; Thie ■ diutnan - '. rights 

organisation said rmembera of 
, -NG.Os - could riofc easily, be \= 
•'suppressed" ftih'drUibisintiv 
. .M^nstakwby the govetrimehri 

W^^hdrteW. law'Y* intended, to: 


serve as aciub against outspoken 
NCOS in the future". 

Meanwhile, Zimbabwe's 
former Prime Minister Bihliop 

Abel Muzorawa launched his 
campaign for , Hie -March 
Presidental elections on January 
;17 with -a vitriolic auacfc -on 
President- Rober| Mugabe^, 
likening hinrto"a cruel, -druiiken 
;fatHer ,, 1 : , t . - 

. Muzorewa, 71, who 1 , was 
prime- minister ' briefly, before 

independence in 1980, aaid -hc 1 
had returned to active politics 
because he was "shocked and : 
heartbroken by the abortion of 
our. independent nationhood m 
the bands of Mugabe and hia ; 
associates." 1 

He accused Mugabe and his. 
tullpg Zimbabwe. ; African. 
Rational Union-Patriotic iFront 
^anu-PF) party. of instilling fear : 
among-.people pf .gll .raccs in' 
Zimbabwe; so that they how KVe 
and ;briiaye;U|ra. ; riit& that ‘ hq've • 

•been chased by cata ^Uday^ .• 


Is our sovereignty 
under siege? 


.Last month, -President. Moi 
- condemned attacks by the 
international community on -the 
now _ notorious proposed press 
bills as “malicious, -premature 
, and uncalled for." The obvious 
sensitivity against only the 
international community was 
telling given that -most of-ihe 
criticism came from Kenyans. 

Since last year, the Kenyan 
political establishment -has been 
up -in arms over what they 
consider as interference in 
Kenyan 1 affairs by one too many 
a foreigner. From Nairobi -baaed 
diplomats- to foreign 
governments and donor 
organisations. to human -rights 
groups, top Kenyan government 
officials have complained 
incessantly that there has been 
-too much 1 “meddling" forcing 
them to retort in characteristic 
• Kenyan fashion that this nation 
is no. colony of anybody’s. 

In that same fashion, rarely 
has the political leadership ever 
come out with convincing, 
rejotndera concerning what they 
are accused of. In this light, 
Kenyan political observers 
including human rights lawyers 
and opposition politicians and 
the media have pointed out that 
government itself, by its actions 
which are 6f a very dubious 
nature, has ensured that the 
country's sovereignty will 
continuous be put into question. 

No less a person than 
President Moi has shown 
increased exasperatiaiyviih this 
“interference' 1 . For most.of last 
year, the president and some of 
his top lieutenants spent 
considerable time replying to 
criticisms directed on Kenya 
from abroad,- At oqe time, he 
wondered ak>ud how- come 
Kenya- had received much- bad 
press about the government's 
maltreatment of opposition 
parties while the same has not 
been directed to Uganda's 
Yoweri Museveni who has more 
or leas outlawed opposition 
politics: 

Seditious intentions 

■Nothing, however, beats the 
.recent embarrassing demand by 
thelnterhatlonal Monetary Fund 
(IMF) that the Kenya government 
henpcforlh-be sendingby telex to 
Washington its monthly - 
budgetary expenditures. The 
ignominy of a fiiR government • 
of a sovereign nation sending its 
bqdget to a distant capital: not on 
an annual or even quarterly but 
on a monthly basis' tomehbvi 
escaped the press. Even the 
'-normally • loquacious Kami, 
stalwarts didnot raise a finger on 
this-one; . . *-•••-, 

1 •: Ever since the running 1 . wars 
between former; American^ 

. ambassador, Smith- "Nyama 
1 Chama"‘HempsU)ne' and the* 
government, every, other 
■ambassador trom the West has,’ 
Had -something.. to say -about 
Kenya and in not too flattering, 
'■tones,; ” 

- The immediate farmer- 
German ariibassadbivMr Bemd 
MtUzeUjuig wasvpoirttedly'l- 
■ Urildnd 'tO thb govepiment; Ms ; 

, AtirtKa Brazeal of the U.S,. hqs \ 
.almost become a .Kbi^ah ^ypd 


_ By Allan Nowin 

politician criss-crossing ^ 
country speaking her mod ci 
the ills of this society, most of i 
political, and even the obscut 
(former) Australian envoy railed 
an international incident by 
"inciting" (in Ksnu’s 
university .students to lake op 
matters into their own hank 
Obviously he did not bm 
seditious intentions in hiimbd 
but the furore caused ihcreciBtt 
the Kenyan ambasudor is 
Canbera. 

Why ail this "meddling"!* 
foreigners in. Kenyan afTairs? 
One opposition MP points ooi 
that the so-called mcddliag 
comes not becpuscinajatpowai 
like to bash a poor country lit 
Kenya but became ibe 
government more or less uki far 
it. Observers point at the mooted 
press bills* as a can in point 
Besides their totalitarian nan 
which would. ensure ttedemitt 
of a-free pressin Kenya, the bills 
were beingprepared wbendour 
agencies and Western powen, 
were getting fed up with Ik' 
government's refusal to open op 
the country to democrilic 
practice, 


Despite the well-timed 
"drastiaactions H on Itrisorother 
corrupt deed on theeve of every 
World Bank IMF meeting with 
Kenya, -some clever- strategist 
. must havedecidedtopullihe rug 
from these ruses and to. show the 
realintentionsofthegOTannieit 
Nothing could do betid' than the 
draft press bills,. hence the 
massive criticism. 

Of coureci there have beM 
. too numerous actions that hi« 

‘ nqt endeared the govemn^nH 0 
both locals and foreigners, 

The emasculation oY th'e 
opposition -by the govwnmwl 
using its provincial 
administration machinery h 
another case, So are P 

whippings ofRichardl^^sy®® 

other Safina officials; the jailing 
of Ko igi Warn were for an of fence 
he had not teen charged witlK 
the tribulations of media people 
the political parlies Bill; the 
creation of districts uamg 
unbudgeted fund s^ and on a 
distinctly tribal basis, in* 

con trov era a I- provisions of ne# 

identity cards which conWV fJ® 
constitutional requirements. Tw 
list is king and tddious. 

Economically, corruption 
particularly regarding Jsnj 
grabbing continues .The 
of the controversial 
airport arid the purchase of a 5" 
million, presidential J ot ^ 
ensured continued microscopi 
glare on Kenya. 

* At other limes, a country iuw 
Kenya would: merit Httttd WJ 
interest in the Western 
;of power and influence- Bur . 
' world ib getting smaller (g» 

• village to quote Marshal' 
McLuhan) and whai happ®" 8 
Kenya gets- instant coverage 

QjmSned with ifiercolityth^ 
Va riation is Still at the mercy^ 
!.donore:who arp becomtng ^ 
, : and more. miserly, 

1 hqve nb choice but to slwp® r 
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Business News / Analysis 


Suspension surprises Registrar 


Suspended Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles Emily Gatuguw says 
heV removal from office caught 
her "by surprise" as she knew 
nothing about -the reported 
disappearance of 1 ,228 vehicle 
al ihe port of Mombasa. 

Mrs Gatuguta told this 
reporter that her department had 


By. James Katufutu 

nothing to do with imported 
vehicles and it was therefore 
surprising that those 
investigating the alleged 
disappear ance found U necessary 
“to extend- the broom" tq her 
Nyhyo House office. 


Risk is big 
business 
at LUC 


It is home to one of the biggest 
marketplaces in the world and, 
u anyone who has visited it will 
agree, is one of the most 
nchiieclurally exciting buildings 
in England. 

The London Underwriting 
Centre is sometimes described 
k London's best-kept secret - a 
big building with a. low profile. 
Situated in the heart of the City, 
it is anultro-modern construction, . 
builtontheapot where anunnery 
stood 1,000 years before. 

From the outside the entrance 
adorn inated by three largeblack 
Imestataea.NicknamedDollari 
Sterling and Yen, theyguard the 
Heps leading to a majestic glass 
wnopy that roaches up and points 
toward the sky. 

Onoe Inside, you -aro 
immediately struck by the bank 
of 16 escalators suspended from 
•be top of a. glazed atrium by. 
c to««s of steel rods attached to ■ 
* ring beari the tallest! 
construction of its type in- the 
Wild. 

Gloss bridges allow natural - 
Bght to filter through the glazed 
toof lnto the expanse below. In 
■« coffee shopon the building's 
jnaible floor executives mingle 
totormally and dlsouss the latest 
evaiui, 

„ ^rambling an insurance 
supermarkets" worth nearly £3 
till ion (sterling) a year, its 
^tlyities reach virtually every 
center 0 f globe. Its main 
tioncern la the international 
tniurance and reinaurance 
j tidiness, on area where London 
; J»“n.ous thanks to the name of 
to Uoyd'a market. > 

^However, the -people .who 
here are in a parallel 
Mwance. market, one that is 
, *i8 iiow^ cuaiomers and 
jchipving record levels of 
Profitability - the London 
■ ^Itony.majket. 

L-ftIr enl X ^ ve y eflrs :fl 8° the 
JtoNMWrititig Centre 
toy® been impossible to 
jenty. The companies tliat are 
Stojed.there.eitherdidiwt 1 
J^fNdly needed any office 

,^, V9rutoni insurance market 
pne and the 


"1 did not know that anything 
of lilts nature was happening. 1 
must tel] .you that it has never 
been my business to know who is ■ 
or is not importing cars. Thai is 
the work of the Kenya Ports 
Authority and the Customs 
Department", she told me in a 
telephone interview from her 


private residence in Nairobi. 

Mrs Gatuguta, who had been 
at Nyayo House for a year prior 
to her suspension last week, said 
she fcli her department was'tonly ■ 
a victim of circumstances" and 
was optimistic that it. would be 
cleared of the mess. 

She said: "As you know I am 


a God-fearing person and I have 
cast this burden upon Him. 1 am 
not afraid of the on- going 
investigations because I know I 
am a very clean woman." 

The registrar said she had 
confidence in the composition of 
the team of investigators and was 
sure that they would nail down 
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By Marle-Loulse Rosal 

companies make up well over 
60% of the non-marine and 

reinsurancemarketof£2.9billiou 

a year, and all the signs are that 
this market will continue to grow. 

Two more large reinsurance 
companies recently set up office 
in London * Liberty Re from the 
UnitedStatesand Mid-OceanRe 
from Bermuda - and more firms 
are expected to announce that 
they -are joining the London 
market over the coming months. 

Meanwhile,- several 
companies -that arc already in 
London, such ns the giant Swiss 
Re, have taken steps to increase 
their London operations. 

Most of the companies in the 
London • market have their 
headquarters outside Britain, so- 
why do they come to London at 
: ali, and riot just stay at hdme to 
do business? 

"Because in London we van 
deal with. business speedily and 
- efficiently," says Philip Mareeil,- 
ohairman of the Unionamerica 
insurance company and chairm an 
of London 'Insurance and • 
Reinsurance Market Association 
(LIRMA). 

He points out: "London slitL 
possesses tremendous 

underwriting expertise and apool 
of • talent among related 
professionals such as 
accountants, lawyers and toss 
adjusters -in the reinsurance 






inside the London Underwriting Centre containing the tallest bank of centrally 
suspended escalators in the world 


business. Furthermore; we are in 
the forefront of new 
developments. in the use of 
information technology. 

As wilhLIoyd's, thebusiness 
the companies cany out is partly 
to accept large insurance risks, 
such as big buildings, Ihe 
liabilities of large multinational 
companies and earthquakes. 
Above oil, though, they conduct 
reinsurance - that is thn insurance 
of insurance. 

Mr Morcell explains:- "Just as • 
individuals need to insure their 
families and -their property 
against -disasters, -llie insurance 
companies tliat protect them also 
-need protection. It means that 
they can offset risks so that when, 
say, a hurricane causes 
devastation they can stgy in 
business, 

"Without this ability to spread 
- risk through reinsurance, many 
familiar insurance companies 
across the world wouldliave gone 
bust-in the wake-of catastrophe, 
leaving trails of bad debts, and 
unhappy customers;" 


It is on industry 111 at has grown 
fast in recent years - by 1.8% 
worldwide in 1993, forexample. 
The companies that provide this 
cover have access between them 
to vast sums of money. No one 
has calculated precisely how 
much, but it is estimated to be 
* worth more than 130 billion US 
dollars worldwide. 

They come from all over -the 
world and ore drawn to London 
because of the unrivalled pool of 
insurance knowledg e to be found 
within a very small area of the 
City. 

Relatively unknown outside 
insurance, the companies support 
insurance policies^hat protect 
individuals, their nomes and 
olher.properly- in every countiy 
of the -world. Not surprisingly, 

- UieLondon Underwriting Centre 
is in competition with its near 
neighbouri the equally 1 
impressive Lloyd’s building; but 
it is friendly competiiion.- 

Execu lives in-bath buildings 
know each other socially. They 


After trading 1 1 ,000 shores while 
Total (K) at Sh 17T.00 traded 
11-^00 shares. 

As well os a competitor, 
Lloyd’s is also b major customer. 
Il is a competition- that benefits 
both the London -insurance 
.market and the customers it 
serves wordwide. 

"■In practice, many of tire risks 
accepted by Lloyd’s ore so big 
that they have to be placed equally > 
with thecompany market. In turn,, 
companies often offset their own 
risks onto Lloyd's; so the two 
market feed off and assist each 
other# 

The overall effeefhas been to 
draw in -new customers to the 
London insurance maricet-which- 
was already, the biggest in the 
world. 

The London Underwriting 
Centre - & monument to late 20th 
century optimism- will.be o 
notable landmark well into the 
next millennium, 

— London Press Service 


Turnover at NSE tops Sh 151m mark 


.Trading at the Nairobi Stock 
Market in the firstthree weeks of 
the year was goddwithatunrover 
of 2,987,000 shares.valuld al Sh 
1 5 J.l million, 

Prices rose duringtho second 
week of the year arid remained, 
fairly, stable in.the third week of 
trading. The Nairobi Slock , 
Exchange index rose by 20 .to 
, close at. 3423.57 on Friday, 
January 5. The index rose the 
following week by 13. 72to close 
at 3,437.29. : 

By theeiydof the weekended 
. January-19, the index slipped by 
9.23 points. to settle at 3,428.06 
-at the close-of business., 

' . The bourse'll main activity, 
-iririthe week ended Jaripnry 19 


Z.K. Muorla 


was the National Bank of Kenya 
whose- shares continued to stir 
the market and. Nation Printers 
-and Publishers whichdominaled 
the foreign investors Board, 

The National Bank- moved- 
more than 480,000 shares at 
between Sh 22.73 and Sh 24.73 
each with 300,000 of the shares 
-dealt during the three-day offer. 

Foreigners transacted 8,000 
shares of Nation Printers at Sh 
1QL00 and S1V 102.00. 

.Elsewhere in -the financial 
acolor r Barclays Bank with' 
43,000 shares movedat between 
Sh .147 and -sh 149; CFC Batik . 
was. active ut-Sh 25 aridSh 26 


with • 127 ,000 . shares; Kenya 
Commercial Bank.trading30,000 
shares remained stable at Sh 83. 


A- total of 932,000 shores 
representing 78 per cent at the 
week’s volume was traded in-tiie 
financial sector, 

Industrials with' 140,000 
shares accounting for 12%bf the 
week’s trading- had E.A- 
Packagingmove 1,140 sharmt 
animpioved price of Sh74,50 up 
from Sh 6950. BOG (K) Lid at 
between Sh 8559. Wl Sh: 8$ .00 
, traded 3^,000 'Shares; Kenya 
.Power shed Sh 4.00 to Sh 169.00 


- Sh 171.00 traded 1 1,500 shores. . 

Commercials hid 98,000 
raharea 1 sold, Uchumi ' 
Supennnrkcts had 20,000 shares 
dealt at between Sh 39.73 and Sh ' 
41 .0Q%CMCHoldingaatShrS350 
to SK 53.50 to Sh. 54.50 sold 

4,000- shares, -.while Standard 
Newspapers wilh'28,000 shares 
, traded at Sit 12.70-to Sh 13.00 ' 

Plantations bradecTB total Of- 
19,600 shares with S os ini Tea- 
arid Coffee selling 12,300 shares 
. at between Sh 63 .00 and Sh6650, 
Brooke Pond at-Sh 190,00 sold 
1500 shares while Kakuzimoyed 
.5,700 shares at Sh 96.00. 


those involved in tiie 
disappearance of the' imported 
motor vehicles. 

"At this point in lime, I cannot 
say much. We are going to wait 
and see what the investigators 
ere going lo come up with and 
then wcc&n perhaps discuss their 
verdict," she said. 

Asked whether her 
suspension could have had any 
political implication, Mrs. 
Gatuguta replied: "If you have 
1 been called a thief by anyone, 
thenilia upon them to provetheir 
allegation and litis will be done 
when the final report is made." 

However, she said she could 
not Jink her suspension lo 
nnyt^ingbccauschcrforccd leave 
caught her by surprise and did 
not. therefore givo her time lo 
reflect on why she had been 
suspended. 

• She said her department only 
registered vehicles after they 
were checked and cleared by Ute 
KFA and the Customs 
Department and could not tel! 
the connection bet woen the stolen 
cars and the department.- 

“I have never had any direct 
business with these- porta or 
customs people bccauscour work 
involves only -registering cars 
brought in by doalerc. It is upon 
theother departments to find out 
whether they were illegally 
imported or not", she said. 

Mrs Gatuguta was suspended 
on Monday lad week, along with 
14 other senior officers from the 
KPA, the Customs. Department 
and the Kenya Revenue! 
Authority (KR'A) as 
investigations into Ihe 

disappearance of the 1 ,228 can 
went into full swing. Her office 
falls under the KRA jurisdiction; - 

Others suspended include the 
managing director of. tlie KPA, 
Mr Simeon Mkalla, his deputy, 
Mr; Jacob MAkau, the KRA 
Commissioner- Mr Bdga 
Manasieh and live Commissioner 
of ■ Customs, Mr t Francis 
Cheruiyot. 


Their suspensions were 
communicated by the Head, of 
the Civil Service, Prof Philip 
Mbit lit. The number of those so 
far .on compulsory leave from 
the three departments is I9i. 

Mrs Gatuguta could -not 
speculate whether She would bo 
reins latedon hoi former job once 
tiro Investigations werecomplete, 
She-said: “I have left everything ' . 
' to God; That is-all I can say". ’. 

She told me she had not been 
questioned by those conducting 
the investigations. B utsnid she is: 
ready to gjve any information 
involving her department when 
Ihe investigators demaiids her 
assistance. 

The 1,228 vehicles, 'some 
believed to have belonged to-- 
senior government officers and 
politicians, disappeared from die 
Mombasa port duly a few days 
after Ihe Customs and Excise 
Department announced tWer 
intended public auction and gave 
an ultimatum of one wefk fori 
their owners to clear and collect 
Jh^m. .. 

The cars were anvorig more} 
lhari 3,000 -which should' have 
been cleared and collected. 



Tor get t Februury i-15, 1996 


Target, F*hr ,,,, rv 1-1* I9'.)6 9 




W 






7MTM "SUf miJIfl Ti 

— ^ 

. a •_. vfe •.! — — 

Uferovk^afr bag Tor motorcyclists: Cushioned again! Injury by ari 
Hlr bag that Is inflated on Impact within a fraction of a second, a 
dumrpy thotorcycILsI on bis machine hits the side of a stationary car, 
at 48 Ktn/b proving the value of llie bag built into the motorcycle's 
fuel tank. 

Bacterial toxins ‘'lethal 
synergy’ in cot deaths 


Cot death or Sudden In runt Death 
Syndrome (SIDS) is still the 
major cniise of infant mortality 
up to one year old in developed 
countries. Despite extensive 
government campa igns , its cause 
is still a mystery. But n scientific 
explanation may ben little nearer 
fallowing a study by Dr David 
Dicker of Manchester 
’ vanity *8 School of Biological- 
lies. 

His team has discovered that 
I death babies are six times 
ore likely to have n combination 
f particular strains or bacteria 
than babies dying from oilier 
causes. What. Dr Drucker 
describes ns a “lethal synergy” 
arises from the combination of ' 
toxins produced by 
staphylococcal and 

enterobacterial species. 

. When researchers examined 
48 SIDS babies, they falind that 
seven pf litem hnd a combination 
of siaphyjococca! and 
enterobacterial strains compared : 
with only one of 48 - healthy 
hiibies, 

Wlien tested, the bacteria - 
found in noses and throats - 
proved considerably more Icthnl 
than staphylococci. ■ However, 
when combined at low dilutions, 
lethality levels rose to 1 01 1%. 

•• Sovernlofthcstaphylocacciis 
strains are considered harmless. 
Why SIDS babies should have n 
tendency to harbour this - 

particular, combination or 

bacteria ia un known r ;but the 
nunibor of deaths from SIDS 
peaks at. the nge of iwo to. three 
, months, precisely the lirpc when 
■ the mother's antibodies ngainsi'- 
common bacteria begin to Wane 
• and the .bibyVowu immune 
Byslomsthrls tafiinclion. 

Other factors implicated in 
. .. . SID'S include sleeping,] portion , 1 
: Whelher tho. mothci'' nhpkes or: 

, . ittWs drugs. tmd viral; infect iortsj 

Walk, don’t run 
In the rain 


WORLD OF 
SCIENCE 


you will be just ns wet at the end 
of the trip, says Dr Stephen 
Belcher, .a lecturer al the 
university's department of 
meteorology. 

The front of an individunl 
provides a more signifioant 
wetting area than the head and 
shoulders. 'Using idealised 
cuboid people to make the 
calculations easier, the .team 
concludes that' wetting from 
passing through the rain is the 
dominating factor. A moving 
person runs directly into the 
raindrops. 

'Plots of sosiking against speed 
show that at a- typical walking 
pnee of 2-3 metres a second there 
is little point in running. Only if’ 
walking very slowly, or exposed 

• to dn incredible monsoon, would 
making a dash for it be die drier 
option. 

The threshold velocity at 
which additional speed mates 
little difference declines with the 
downpour anil vice verso. The 
scientists bjo baffled by why most 
people prefer, to run and agree, 
any*/ the newspaper, that "this 
. intriguing problem” should now 
.be passed to the university's 

psychologydepftrtment! 

Lithography 
key to advanced 
microchips 

Devices producing higher 
satellite- communication, 
frequencies or -larger computer 
chip -memories are nt thecentre 
'of the ceaseless effort (hdi 
characterizes the 

microelectronics industry. 

Thafkay. technology is 
lithography whereby pat |om size 

• dramatically jmprovea 'device, 
speed and complexity at lower 
cost. ' 


If sprier V " ... ST; ■ 

Whcrt tiittijWdo ypd-gct welter ^ ‘‘IbnpyaUori in ibdus^la^ 

rannmg (»- walking tof ctWcrtf 1 ■. Lilhography , . , isan£l8.*3 milfoil 
* 'fhd^tiestibri nnSfiiseudobaWiii - (Sterling). four>year-.project 

■ a verteiy of-.joymals includihg launched. in ife.to. develop 

'■V !. ‘:lhe;Ncw ; Sbie^ist arid'.th^ adVflirced lithographic 


Killing the 
goose 
that lays 
golden eggs 


Bureaucracy will-kill tourism (goose 
that lays the golden egg) if something is 
notdonesoon. A week or so ago, Lennox 
Airline, the regular Italian charlcr'fl ighl 
to, originally Mnlindi and Inter 
Mombasa, was cancelled,- thanks to 
some officials in. the department of 
customs who did not see the urgency of 
facilitating- its flight arrangements. 
About ISO tourists would have' been 
coming from- Italy weekly boosting 
tourism revenue by Sh 450 million 
annually. 

Then, there is the issue of henvy 
traffic within game parks that is 
adversely affecting biodiversity in the 
ecologically fragile parks. 

Mot-so-long ago, Tourism and 
Wildlife Minister. Noah Katana Ngala 
told members of the Austrian Air Pilots 
Association in Nairobi that Kenya was 
grateful that more than half of its visitors 
were from Europe. 

In- 1994 for instance, 863,000 
international visitors came to Kenya 
and492;698 were Euro peans. Auslrians 
were 17,354. 

The occasion was .attended by (lie 
Austrian Ambassador to Kenya. Mr 
Franz Horlbergcr. And to underscore 
the support some of the -European 
countries had for Kenya, the German 
government has set aside DM 28.0 
million (Sh 1 .1 billion) towards various 
conservation programmes being 
undertaken by- the Kenya Wildlife 
Service. 

The binds were part of ft grant by a 
consortium of donors who have pledged 
a; total of US$ 143 million (Sh 7.9 
billion) to K-WS over a period of- five 
years starting 1992. 


kWs managing director David 
Western, says his organization was re- 
fooussing its mandate andmission with 
the objective pf enhancing conservation 
efforts- and making Kenya a more 


By Seth Muslsl 

competitive tourist destination. 

The German grunt will go towards 
the development of infrastructure in the 
parks and reserves including the building 
and maintenance of roods and 
construction of other amenities. The 
money wiU also teuscdtoinslallclcclric 
fences in areas with high incidences of 
humnn/wildlife conflicL 

Already a tourist police wing .has 
been launched to beef up security and 
add impetus to tourism industry. And 
the Mombasa and Coast Tourist 
Association (MCTA) has offered 
foreign language instructors to die new 
force to enable thcofficers communicate 
effectively with tourists. 

But while tourism is a money spinner 
for the country, there is also a negative 
side to the industry. An organisation by 
the name Kenya Tourism Concern, is 
raising hue andety over wh alii describes 
as uncontrolled mass tourism which 
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Sea Monster... even the inhabitants of (he dt^fct (his whale are no longer safe from man’s excesses. 


sooner than Inter might minimize the 
current diverse impacts of the already 
threatened environment, natural 
resources, indigenous forests, 
vegetation, wildlife and marine life. 

Chairman-founder of Kenya. 
Tourism concern .Samwel W. Munyi 
says a procedure for controlling mass 
tourism should be introduced gradually 
and systematically. 

The congested destination so far are, 
Maasai Mara. Samburu,. Amboseli, 
Nairobi,- the South- Coast andM'alindi 
beaches. 

Mr Munyi's argument is that off- 
road driving by indisciplined visitors 
and driver-guides had' the result of 
causing the mo9t adverse- impact and 
this resulted in the loss of tourism 
product -quality, soil erosion and 
eventual desertification. 

The other suggestion is the 
diversification- .of tourism to ease the 
congested destinations. This could be 
implemented through the re-distribution ■ 
of the unspoilt andoff-beat destinations. 

Mr Munyi days it is the responsibility 
of the government to conserve protect 
and preserve nature, environment and 
bio-diversity. Failure to do so indans 
that future generations will inherit- 
no tiling but ruined environment and 
.natural resources. 


"The government’s bottom line, 
should'be quality- tourism and not 
.quantity despite the steep competition 
in the region," Mr Munyi says noting 
that controlling the number of visitors 
and vehicles, entering popular 
destinations, especially during high 
season, did not mean minimizing or 
hurting the industry. 

At International level, the United 
Nations Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) feels that one way to. establish 
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Some of GBA’s findings in the 1,140 
page report arc: 

• Humans arc die main cause of the 
increasing loss of biodiversity world- 
wide. 

• Biodiversity is -the natural 
biological capital of tho earth andoffers 
important opportunities for all nations^ 
but failure to take immediate action to 
protect biodiversity- will restrict future 
options. 

• Flowering plants- and vertebrate 
animalB have recently become extinct 
at a rate estimated at SO to 100 times the 
average expected natural rate, 

• For tropical forests, published 
estimates of the numbers of species of 
flowering plants and some animal 
groups that will become extinct: or 
committed on theroad to extinction duq 
to projected forest-loss over the next 25- 
30 years range from 1 to 25 per dent, 
which would be 1,000 to 10,000 times 
die expected background rate. 

• Because of die world-wide loss of 
conservation i of habitat thathas already 
occurred, tens of thousands of species 
now existing are headed for certain 
extinction, with no preventive. action 
possible. 

' GB A also came up with what it felt 
were the primary causes underlying the 
loss of -biodiversity and these include 
demographic, economic, institutional 
and technological, 

GBA notes that activities related to 
' tourism world-wide approach $2 trillion 
annually and' that eco-tourism is 
emerging as one-of the fastest growing 
components of the. industry, .with as 
many ‘as 235 -million individuals 
participating in 1988, resulting in 
economic activity estimated at $233 
billion. 

To converse biodiversity, the report 
says that both in situ conservation, or 
environments in which plantB and 
animals can continue to evolve, and ex 


•i 


situ, where they arc kept in controlled 
environments -outside their. native 
habitats? or stored as seeds, embryos, 
etc, are needed. 

It is in this light that December 29 
has been declared by the United Nat ions 
Genera] Assembly as the International . 
Day' for Biological Diversity the day ' 
coincides with thcdalcof tlieconvention 
on Biological Diversity’s entry into 
•force on December 29, 1993, which 
was signed by 167 states and European 
Community on June 5, 1-992. 

Another development -has been the 
braille-version of-the Convention on 
Biological Diversity launched on 
Decembei.29, 1994incommemoraiion 
of the International Day for Biological 
Diversity. 

According to Mr Andrew Dickson. 
Secretary General of Senior Advisory 
Group on Biotechnological (SAGB), 
the braille version of (he convention 
will reach out to the large constituency 
of blind people globally. ' - 

"Launching - the braille version of 
(he convention on Biological diversity- 
to mark the international day is one step 
towards increasing public awareness 
and education os to the overall 
importance of biologicaldivcreity which 
represents die- very essence of life’.’, 
explained the -Kenya’s Executive 
Secretary of the. Secretarial of the 
Convention of Biological Diversity, Dr 
Calestous Juma. 

The biodiversity convention has 
three objectives: to -.ensure the 
conservation of biological diversity, its 
sustainable use, and the -fair and 
equitablc'sharing of the benefits and 
• knowledge arising out of the use of 
genetic resources. 

The convention aims to fulfill these 
objectives through a number of 
proposals: appropriate access to genetic 
resources, appropriate transfer of 
relevant technologies -and appropriate 
funding. 


Lawyer exposes setbaci against women 



Women’s legal- rights r are often confused with 
womep equality, attfonjing to Ms Nancy Baraza, 
-.chairperson of : the International Federation of 
Womeh Lawyers(PIDA)’’ 

In a recent paper titled Constilulional Protection 
of Women prepared on her behalf by Ms Mho' 
Kariuki, deputy-director, Legal Advice Centre, 
M 8 Baroza says most women are ignorant of their 1 
-rights [.and endom injustice,, discrimination and 
■violortce> ifjt werepartoftheir humanity". 

To hWCHapter 5 6f thecodiiitttl ion guarantees 
Fundamental rights of individuals to life, liberty, 
security and- pro lection, Treettom of conscience, 
expression ..and ’.association and protection of 
. private prppehy,' *i ; V -• . . y • ; ■ 

: : B0t;V*lons setbacks: such'-as ConfWori and 
contplicatiqn jii the Hindp. Islamio, African and 
> Bughsh laws plating to marring*. and woihen ■! 
affaui/iijqntr^utc to.^ck if- constitutional 
; .• ; •• r.-.-' ■ «>■ 


By Fred Ndunyu , 

Tliq -paper was presented at a Civic. Resource 
and Information Centre workshop In Nairobi. 

Acts and enacted laws always tend to be 
di'sqim malniy against women, Ms'Bgraza-says 
citing ihdsucceSsioti and property ownership laws 
as examples. The Land Act Cap 300 (1963) 
Recognises first-born moles rather I hap widows as ■ 
trustees. ■ .' i ' • ■ •“ 

: ' Sec 27 ‘(a): on property ■ ownership also 
disfavours Wdinen while Sec 85 (I) Cap -300 
• undermines women' ownership of- property and 
.empowers men; to appoint chargees (other than 
spouspa) who e&n sell proppity (land). 

•' - -in-.Secjibi) -Sj- of- the Law .of . Succession. 

is made for Women to make-valid wills. 
Unfortunately rnostm^medwomendonot make 
; Wilk ^aiisclhey-db not ti Wei property registered 
in Uieirngh»e|. 


Acrording to Ms Baraw, 

and premedeavial She quoted (tie 
Otieno-Umira-Kager olaa w «■*£. 
argument that succession 1 ^,1 

cultural realities and other^Jtm^ 
She observes that 
traditional rnther than a tn^^| 
instance, the-MarriageBill (19^^ j 

beatmgisanormalperiodicoc^ 

F To Ms Baraza, direct ro^gLgi 
ate required in such areas a*™* 1 

legislationislongoverdue, arf PJ ^ ^ 

where minimum senteilceS r a hipn ^^ 

She urges women 

legal issues and rights^ y 
recalling that had wommb«n 
Affiliation and Child-Support . ■ 

. : now be Ww, •• • fl 

^ Baraza says c.^^ 

against Kenyan 


! : ^riedtoBritotts, Aiherieans and other foreigners 
gboranteed the spouses’ citizenship 
, JjWWly b|y virtue of marriage, foreign men 
: Kenyan-' women were not guaranteed 

? 7 ®^"jix.She cites:the case of Shaka Zulu, an 
i- Ameiican, married to a Kenyan woman 
wwho haa .been denied citizenship. 

“ rl . n ^ 8 * lft ^ on circles ,*Keny an womenoannot 
i migrate iint| are required to "seek h usband’s 

. ^ Acc ording to Ms Baraza ; financial 
~m)*wation should be igiveri to housewives. 
M -aS J 1 a !*o be formal recognition and 
l' wltificatiQn pf women’s earnings in the informal 
-*ec|or. .- . .v 

' ^on 72 outlaWsslavery add forced ’ 

y Women’ worit like a) ayes; Section 
ys4;pustwp WX*nd Islamic 
Wothen. bf property; . Section 80 
lee* freedom ofaisociarino and Section 82 


i ■■ ■>.: ■. «■ • -A j -u : .■ : 
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outlaws discrimination. 

' Ms Baraza argues that there should be a legal 
duty to proleot women because “if this' lacks it 
. leads to the lack of a moral duty”. 

. . On theissue of the protection ofthe minorities, 

' ProEKivntha Kibwana says this is a crucial issue 
in any 1 democratic society and that- rights and 
positions of minorities ought to be respected. 

• .To himmany categories ofthe minorities exist 
.' including the differmtiy abled ' (disabled), and 
" nrinorilies by virtue of ethnic, cultural, linguistic, 
religious and sexual orientetion(gay)baokgrout>ds. 
Other- minorities .emerge \yy virtue of -age, race,- 
political beliefe, health status (HIV); occupation, 
and economic status and activities. . 

How can the minorities be- protected?. Prof 
. Kibwana soys laws can bp enacted to protect 
..minorities.' and these include international, 
domestic aqd looel government laws- Minorities. 

. . . ■ TumtoPageM' 


You don’t have to 
far for dictators in 


Heard the latest from Education 
Minister Joseph Kamolho?"Thc 
fees guidelines I issued are final. 
There will be no debate about it 
and tiie chapter remains closed 
from now and forever.” 

And this from Coast 
Provincial Police Officer: "This 
is a police slat ion. there is no law 
here. We operate this place the 
way we want and you better know 
that". 

Then this from Mr Daniel arap 
Moi: "Those foreigners attacking 
(lie draft press legislations are 
dictators and malicious. This is 
business, for Kenyans and nut 
outsiders.” 

As those statements were 
beingmado by these high placed 
Kenyans in the Kami 
government, gangsters were on 
the rampage in various ports of 
country. With sophisticated 
weapomy, they killed, maimed 
and robbed innocent Kenyans. 

Kamodio, who also doubles 
up as the official spokesman of 
die ruling party, had just issued 
new fees guidelines a night before 
schools opened this year, which 
caught education administrators 
by surprise. And the short, but 
garrulous nominated MP was 
saying his word was final, even 
after those who know what it 
means running an education 
institution told him that his new 
guidojines were only but wishful 
thinking. 

The coast provincial 
policeman had shamelessly 
slapped the interim chairman, Mr 
Muturi Kigano, of Lite 
unregistered Safina Party at a 
Mombasa Police Station, where 
the lawyer had gone to find out 
why some.of Ilia compatriots in 
the parly were being held there. 

Mr Moi was angry because 
secret draft press legislations had 
been leaked to .-the press,- the 
(argctied victims. Obviously the 
world was madathim, hisoffiem 
and the government foT trying to 
muzzle tho Kenyan media. 

If it were 1988 the president 
would have said (hat those 
criticising the proposed bills 
should be arrested and dealt with 
"according to the law or crushed 
like rats” because then it was 
common sense that to oppose 
what had been -endorsed by Mr 
Moi's government was like 
fighting against your own soul. 

. The president andliis officers 
ware breathing fire against the 
Kenyan people because the 
citizenry was biller against Iho 
government and were telling the 
government that it had had 
enough of its rubbish. ■ 

I dare say today. that this 
country has become ono where 
everybody creates his own laws, 
applies them and at particular 
instances, like that policeman 
said, some areas have no lows. 

Thai is what Kenya has 
bccohte. Otherwise what do you 
think happens when - - the 
government bullies its own 
people and (tie people in turn 
bully their own government? 

I dare -jay that - We have 
reached a stage where dispeople 
of Kenya don’t, take thei-r 
government seriously because 
tho government and its officers 
areuotserious.They are to blame 
for the shame that -we . suffer 
oulside pur borders, thepain that 
so many of uS have tp go through 
. | everyday and the anarchy that is 
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By James Katuiuiu 

now turning ibis country into a 
lawless jungle. 

Thu government should gut 
serious for people to trust it. Tlmt 
is the only way that we shall be 
di fl crcni from the land of General 
Sni\i Abai’lia, where its own 
Commissioner of Police was 
executed two weeks ago for 
rubbery with violence. 

Save us from 
this shame, 
your worship 

When John King 'or i became the 
lop city father in 1994, 1 had 
plenty of admiral ion for him. This 
was notwithstanding the fact that 
in his inaugural speech, the 
mayor, responding to a 

journalist 'squest ion, shouted that 
he had no agenda for I he city, 
ordered his aides to "give lea to 
the journalist" and hurriedly 
disappeared from his parlour. 

At '(hat time many - of us 
excused the mayor because of 
his limited formal education^ We 
saw a man who was forthright 
and hoped ihat this, illiterate, or 
not, was the kind of man that 
Nairobi had been missing for a 
long lime. 

And. for a while. Mayor 
King'ori lived up to our 
expectations. But like many of 
those who have occupied the hot 
seat at City HrU, the man got 
intoxicated with-..powcr and by 
Ihe end of last year, the former 
Unioja. One resident was 
approaching a blackout for 
having drunkso much of die City 
Hall power. 

The mayor recently moved 
residence from Bastltmds to the 
exclusivcKileleshwitarca, where 
those who matter live; and going 
by reports of a few days ago, the 
mail had taken Sh 2.2 million 
from City Hall budget to fiimisli 
his new residence without 
discussing the details with his 
fellow councillors at City Hall, 

Mayor King'ori, the once 
acclaimed Nairobi vices waqwr, 
was also reported it> have 
bencfilled from plots in Eastleigh. 

The mayor, Ue who tuns- a 
hotel soincwhereon the notorious 
Accra Road, has made the lia.bit 
ofdcclaringevcryUiing illegal at 
City Hall, unless he has appended 

his signature to it. Of course, if 
ha allocates himself part ofthe 
now abandoned sewerage plot in 
Basdeigh, his signatureisobvious 
aikl there iyill be nothing illegal 
apprit dial. t . j 

t ' 'vifcat inany of city dwellers 
are now. wishing. is that this 


former student of Kenya 
1 'olyt, >01111 icki iif us what is illegal 
and wlidt is not and llie impact of 
what he has been doing in the 
recent past and then 10 anting ii 
on "illegal and heckling 
councillors and chief officers". 

• The other day. the council lore 
wauled to discuss his conduct 
and the shrewed man stormed 
oui of the meeting he had 
convened declaring the subject, 
of discussion “illegal". Sooner 
than later, the mayor will find 
hinif elf declaring himself illegal 
and a lot nf thing!! at City Hull, 
including himself will he illegal. 

Education is vitnl in 
leadership. It is iinjxissiblu to 
effectively urn theCityolNuirohi 
like a one -bed root lied Ikukc in 
Umojii. 

This city needs u nuni who 
knows what is illegal imd 
especially whui is legal. Any tiling 
ou Li idu tli is \vi Unfit just he illegal; 
it will be stupid. 

'Encounter 
with young 
Aids victoim 

A few days ago, I was waiting for 
a friend at Hurlingani shopping 
centre when a young in an popped 
his hend inside the car. I could 
tell the man had a problem. He 
hod either not eaten tor a long 
lime or something very serious 
was troubling his mind tunl soul. 

Before I could ask. like I 
always do, whin was disturbing 
him, the. mail, who, from 
appearance, wns about my age 
requested to have a word with 
me. 

Since I did not know what lie 
wus upln, I did not let him inside 
the car and 1 qu ickly asked him to 
say what lie wanted. Then emne 
the bombshell. 

He pulled a dirty cap lie hnd 
on liis heed, grabbed a handful of 
his hair and before lie could 
speak, leuri. rolled down his 
checks as lie revealed ih.it lie was 
an Aids victim. 

So wtint did lie wnni from 
me? He said he had been 
fundraising to go to his nimt 
home, where in ltis own words, ' 
he could only last for a couple of 
days before llie total eclipse of 
hiS life on cnrtli. 

He told me in details how he 
acquired the dreaded di&cnsc nnd 
nt some point 1 found myself 
almost shedding tcais for him. 

My car stereo was playing 

some Kikuyu music and the man 
switched to Kikuyu and told mo 
how he wished he could- have 
lived just for a couple of more 
yearii longer. "But th«_- way 1 nm 
now, death will be here any time, 
even this afternoon,” he was 
saying. 

I felt sorry lie had (odiealtlial 
nge hut there was nothing 1 could 
do for liuri except to give him a- 
few shillings to facilitate his 
travel upcounlry. 

As I drove away I could not 
hidp dunking of how many of us 
will, in's short while, lie having 
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Cultural values a basis 
for theology in Africa 


ay. Jelf Mbure 

"Where is Iheology in. Africa 
going to come from if not from 
Africnn cultural values? "asks 
Father Joseph Healey, who more 
I linn any other foreign missionary 
in Africa, has researched and 
advocated for the inculturalion 
of Cliristianity. 

For his efforts to incullurato 
African theology, the American 
Mary knoll priest, who has 
worked in Tanzania and Kenya 
for many years, has been made 
an elder clansman of Bagunda's 
Mbogo clan in 1989 following 
the recommendation of Bishop 
MukwayaoftheCaiholicdiocese 
.of Kiyinda - Mliyana. 

Mbogo (buffalo) isonepf die 
52 clans of- the Baganda, 
Uganda’s largest and wealthiest 
elhnicgroup, Once inilia(ed,one 
becomes a fully accepted 
member of the clan and is 
expected tc respect the clan's 
traditions and practices, 

For Fr Healey, his initiation 
was the climax of his work* and 
specialist knowledge : in 
inculturation theology in Africa,. 
He is well known in East Africa 
and beyond as a specialist in the 
inculturation of the Gospel, 
Making the Gospel of Christ 
relevant within -the African 
cultural context is the pre- 
occupation of Fr Healey. 

llio missionary whOtaget her 
with Fr Donald Sybertz last 
month lnuhchedlheir latest book, 
"Towards an African Narrative 
Theology'*, has thrown new.Ught 
In the challenge of inouUumton 
in Africa today. (See review on 
Page 13) 


• Writes Fr Healey: "The 
challenge of-inculturatkm is to 
go beyond thesuperfidalchangea 
in liturgy or symbols to -an all 
encompassing pastoral 
inculturation that' -has African ■ 
floshondbtopd.Siniilariy, people 
can focus oh- the wrong' part or 
point of tlie Bible or. of the. 
leaching of Jesus- Christ, The 
i '- : ' chollcRge is » go beyond -the 
rti lea and regulations of the. Bible 
' . to a complete transforhailon far 

the ChrisUanJlife; " 

•The' Maryknoll priest must 
. have undergone that complete 

. transformation during his 

i Initiation, into the' Mbogo clan. 

’ ■ Por although ho was seated at his 

Dor os Salaam baseonthalday of 
June 18, 1989, Fir Hesloy's heart 
. was in Ma^aks Dibcese, where 
jhe initiation was taking place, 
He j-omemben the day of his • 
; initiation with- fond memories. 

, • v - ; •' ,'ThadW acquire a ItfoalGonda 
:name. So 1 after consultation 
within. ihe clan jl was decided j- 
it '•r.:-,;iiw’06td *.bel named, ‘Ssentamfr . 
•/;. (meoningcooking p6t);Thi» was 

Bidiiafooef Bishop Mukwayfl‘« 

|i ® tler ft* 
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Pope John Paul blesses the congregation at Uhptu Park during his latest visit to Kenya last November. 

practices of his Mbogo clon.For congregation that they sliouldsec local African iheology acdquotes cultures for which She should - 

example, it would be taboo for foe Iwnuty ip the Africanconlext. Ju8tin Ukpong whodescribed the be«>me a world church and with 

him ,a anf hnfFtln manl onil I, a According In him. ninnc inculturation process ir a FauUne boldness draws the 


practices of his Mbogo clan. For 
example, it would be taboo for 
liim to ent buffalo meal and he 
would nover knowingly do that. 
He has a deep sense ofbelonging. 
Ho even follows theperformance 
of the Mbogo soccer and netball 
teams for the annual tournaments. 

His initiation, was a fitting 
honour for the American padre 
who, for piany years, has 
championed Iheincuituration of* 
the Gospel in. Africa. His work 
must have contributed toputtlng 
uiouU'uration on -the agenda of 
the African Synod held in Rome 
in 1994. 

He has-been emphatic that- 
Africans thou Id be left to 
preserve their heritage and 
laments that . although' the 
Catholic Church officially 
supports inculturation theology, 
in real or practice thegopbe tween 
. what is said and what is actually 
practised remain's veiy wide 
indeed. 


"When you ask whether tite 
Vatican feds comfortable with 
inculturation theology*, the 
answer- is both yes- and no", he 
amelia.; • ; • 

• ; V Howev^ ( ssysiheMary knoll 
scholar, "The Vatic oq is very; 


congregation that they sliould see 
the homily ip the Africanconlext. 
According to him, general pious 
exhortations diminish theimpact 
of foemass because these-"neilhor 
move nor touch thehearts of Jhc 
congregation". 

He is quick to remind the 
detractors of inculturation 
iheology the words of Pope John 
Paul D, when he spoke to Kenyan 
bishops in 1980. The pope said:’’ 
Christ among, and in the 
members of His body in Africa, 
is Himself ait African". 

■"■'In Towards an African 
Narrative Theology‘’Healeysays 
African proverbs and other 
sayings -are vast treasures and 
-many possibilities that exist in 
African oral literalure_and oral 
communication which can help 
to preach the Gospel anddovelop 
an incultur&ied -and 
contextualized Afrioan 

.Christianity, - •' 

"Oho of ilia great challenges 
of inculturatioii in the Christian 


local African iheology andquotes 
Justin Ukpong whodescribed the 
inculturation process ir 
theological terms. 

“The theologians’ task 
consists in -re-thinking and re- 
expressing the original Christian 
message in an- African cultural 
milieu. It is die laskofconfronting 
the Christian faith and African 
culliire. In this prooess there is 
inter-penetration of both., ..There 
is integration of faith and culture 
and from it is born a new 
theological expression that is 
African and Christian!' 

The '-Maryknoll . missionary 
says that- the challenge of 
iuculturalion-in African- today Is 
portrayed in ap illustrated 
drowing of the. 1994 Africa! 
Synod -entitled 'Theme of' the 


necessary consequences from 
this recognition, or she remains n 
Western .church and so in die 
final analysis betrays the meaning - 
of Vatican IP. 

The missionary recalls that, 
ihis challenge for the 
inculturation of the Gospel -in 
.Africa is expressed in-theringing. 
Vorda of .Pope Paul IV in 
Kampala in 1969: "You may and 
you -must have an African 
Christianity!', 


drowing of the. 1994 Africa! He then ppses the questions: 
•Synod -entitled 'Theme of* the "But how is this done? Where is 
1994 African Synod From the • -die starting point?!’ and more or 
Roots Up A Symbol Of less finds theanswer in die words 


inculturation". 

Hie synod is symbolized as a 
large tree having five branches- 
with the leaves that are marked 


churches in Africa today.-is-to' '. by . the words: Proclamation, 
make a correlation between Inculturation, Dialogue, Justice 


-African'. oral literature and 
cultural symbols atyf Christianity 
and to express this is pastoral 
theological - reflections that 
concretely speak to people'll 
everyday life. This task includes 
both theology and praxis , in- 


and Poace and Social' that must be Africanized." 
Communication. Therobtsofthe . '• ' : ‘- 

free penetrate deep -below the • ' The American priest 
ground marked "so il of the local expounds on this by arguing that 

church". This is a contemporary / iLis mol a. matter of taking the 


of Bishop Peter Sarpong-of 
Kumais, Ghana, who states: "If 
Christianity *8 claim- to be 
universal lit lobe believed,- then 
it is not Africa that must be 
Christianized, but Christianity 
that must be Africanized." 

». . *!V 

The American priest 
expounds on this by arguing that 


Afrioan . metaphor of 
inculturation. A number of 
interventions , during the synod 


iricultijralion of the sacraments. 
The jjfjfecl of this, is Ijhal jhe 
CalholiqCSturoh in rttoslof Africa 


ovwyoayme.iiusta5xmctuQes Amoan . metaphor • of traditional customs of African 
. ... . . both theology and praxis. in- inculiuralion. A number of cultilroand making the best ones 

alow to give perth isalon for ..developing A functionalAftioan- interventions during the synod fif into- Christianity; Il is noi a 
experiments In. liturgy and the Christianity and a|» 'applied', emphasised that inculturation in Inalle r of African cultural values 
inc„ihn-»r,«n ft rik- pagforrimcukutatioo;' he Writes. ; Afridais aright, not a concCssbh. being mediatedforriugh Western 

vHeCitesG^ypiMiaorewa \ . ; Not ea Fr-Heafay, "In hU ' eulture and : thought pallerna. 

who -emphasizes that,: Since famous statement Karl ‘Rahiier ‘ : 


- SK 1 !. can better Understand put thechallengeof iilculforalbn Rather ilia tOBtartfrom thereality 

-Western; fa^.. Pnests itipply v Chmiwn faith ,, Jhrouglvthe .and oontextualization very - : of the .African context and see 
. deliver, the homily without framework- ; of indigenous r succinctly, . ;. ' : how the Gospel- message can 


attempting to relate it to realllfe 


Woman's Concerns 


Satanism 
biggest 
challenge to 
Christianity 

From Page 5 

than 30 million and Chriuius 
from -the mainstream diurcUi 
ask why the independents tout 
address such continental issues 
like hunger, environmental urf 
social degradation, 
unemployment, wars, deuhs, 
refugees, deteriorating health 
cond itions, exploitation, civSiu 
and miltiaby dictatorships, the 
clamour for democracy and 
social justice. 

•According to the the Rn 
Wambugu, amajorreasonisibai 
independent church conceotmd 
more on spiritual thanoniectihi 
matters. Another reason ia being 
ignored by other Christians. 

He says that lime has now 
come for theOAlC to work with 
other Christians and to help 
develop man, spiritually, 
materially and intellectually. 

"You need (0 be adequately 
informed and to have a level of 
understanding to respond to the 
needs and- challenger of i 
continental nature. 

Let’s look into the needs of 
and individual body, mind, , 
heart and soul," ha-said. 

U is his contention that the 
. strengthening of the 0AIC 
' regions,' organing workshop* . 
and setninan for leaders, training 
the youth, clergy, and other 
cadres will do the trick. 

He alsaintends to gelchmch' 
leaders moreinvolvedin regular 
meetings, cxchang* 

programmes andeducalioiL-Tlui 

will mean liaison between the 
OAIC, the donors ual the like 
organisations. 

"Although the donors' 
goodwill is declining the nwdr 
of OAlCs and the whole ■ 
continent are not," he rayr. 
Instead, poverty i* increasing 

and debts are piling up 
The continent is indirursy 
and. it is therefore natural that , 
Christians talk to one aruM 
understand one another and be 
open as Christiana. 

Vibrant songs 

The AICs have for sN 

time been held in disdain, ft* • 
people- know whnt goes on « ■ 
their theology or worshtpwfuwi -. 
•is rich in aong and dance W 
same way the African colwj 
has. been held in contempt a 
spite of its richness. . < 

MoatAlCsdonotomph®* - : 
theological education and nw -i 
not been- talking to ort^, : 
(^tians.InGhanat^Nigaj 

where the AlCs and the mlsWJ :] 

churches are working lopjj;;-! 

m equal parlners,.lher«o«W.. 

been a fantastic. gio^l 
- .Christianity as a whole. . 

, Co-operation with otW j 

Christians will give lhej[®| 
opportunity to ■'y it J es ?’ ^ ■ 

wewonhipGodinMrw* 

drums and unwntten^,; 

-songs, songs with n^nlJig, . 

relevance to African 
, .‘'Lotus help theAlCsw] :i 

the management 
■ adminiafrativeakiUsoffin^-, 

: church;UiusMlpth® c 3 ; ; 

. fb learn wojcct man*g etn “.';, l l 
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Early pregnancies worry MP's wife 


He problem of early pregnancies 
among girls is one of the issues that 
mry Gertrude Kopiyo. "A girl does 
noi fccome pregnant' by herself, Bhe 
uyi. "And the problem gets more 
complicated when you have an old man 
miking.a young girl pregnant and gets 
iway with it because of his position in 
rocietyVsays the' wife of Kasipul 
Xatondo legislator Otieno Kopiyo. 

She feels it is the duty of a country's 
leadership to educate the people in 
tonls end responsibility and this should 
iurt with the child. Cultural tendencies 
which lead girls into unnecessary 
pregnancies should also be addressed, 
iheemphosises. 

Gertrude can probably describe 
bereelf os among (lie very few Kenyan 
women who have had il good since her 
youth. She went to good schools in 
Kenya before flying to the UnitedStates 
where she earned her two degrees. 

And since rctumi ng home more than 
lea years ago, she has held, important 
positions at managerial level with both 
local companies and international 
organizations. 

However, Gertrude has not looked 
nhcisuocess in life complacently. Three 
yursagoshe teamed up with a friend to 
wupa non-governmental organization 
(NGO) convinced that her success 
would be seen to be satisfying.'# she 
ihucd her knowledge -with the rest of 
Xeoyani. 

‘tjjiegani'tghtiy say the raison d’etre 
Wundjny setting up Gender Sensitive 
Initiatives (GSI) was to share with the 
feu of Kenyans not only what weknow 
bit what we can 0 Efer towards improving 
fair status", she told me recently, in 
Nairobi, j 

SheexplainedthatGSl was involved 
k addressing the pathetic -aUuation 


By Seth Muslsl 

racing the masses of Kenyans asa result 
of poverty. 

Says Gertrude: “Ours is to address 
the whole .question of how to mobilize 
the communities to be able to identify 
the problems, look at the resources and 
find out ways .and means of solving 
these problems". 

The'48-year-old woman is, however, 
not just concerned with GSI in which 
She is programme director. She is alsoa 
member of the executive-committee of 
the NGO's Council and the co-convenor 
oflhePotiiicftlEmpowerment Thematic. 
Areaof the NationaLCouncil of Women 
of Kenya (NCWK). 

According to Gertrude, 30 years of 
independence have not elevated the 
status of women as anticipated 
especial ly when considering that onlya! 
neglegible number of women have beon 
appointed in positions that control 
meaningful resources. 

"It must also be remembered thalto- 
dateno substantial number of women is 
found in strategic positions of decision- 
making right from the household to 
State House", she -argues explaining 
why women were lacking in political 
power. 

She laments this situation given that 
women were- instrumental in 
propagating and strengthening male 
power. In her case; she confesses, she 
went out of her way to campaign Tot her 
husband during the 1992 general 
elections. 

Gertrude blames politics of basic 
needs - where a woman for. example 
rears chickens or goats, but has no 
control or -decision-making power on 
, how to utilize the -resources - for the 
dilemma women found themselves in. 



Mrs Gertrude Kopiyo... appointment high positions more tokenism: 


“So, you find a situation where the 
woman has to get permission from the 
man because such resources are 
.regarded as Mr So's property and this 
includes livestock, land and the woman 
herself," she says. 

Ahd as if this was not enough, she 
says a woman (wife) is subjugated and 
is -an instrument of sustaining or ' 
strengthening the male power in the 
home. 

Her argument is also that .when it 
comes to votes, it is the same-woman 
who votes for the man. She appreciates 
the fact that , for the - first time in 
independent Kenya, there is a woman 
cabinet minister but regards the 
appointment as tokenism. 

"I hasten to say sa because you will 
see that most of the women who have 
been put in -those higher ranks 'have 


often been misplaced and therefore 
failed- to be effective. Take the example- 
of a woman lawyer being appointed to 
the post- of managing director of a 
monufac Lining company. What does she 
know about -manufacturing?" she 
argues. 

Gertrude is not amused by the. 
performance of most male politicians 
as they seem lobe concerned with w hat 
they could get for themselves, instead of 
bring self-lew and service-oriented. 

To her, politicians inlhe rulin&petiy 
were more advantaged andshouJdseiYe 
the people mare effectively since the 
‘political -.and economic environment 
favoured them and also because they 
had the resources at their disposal. 

On the other bond, the environment, 
was ‘hostile to opposition -politicians 
especially when, the provincial 


adoainktzatfonaodpolfeewciepicty'Kk 

the hostility of the sufiog party aomeanfc 
the opposition. 

As a result, politicians in the 
opposition were finding, it <&£fkuhi to 
serve the people who elected them. “I 
think at the end of theday the povMezrs 
we have are sanubaeditarigfr selfish 
political utentioos which then ripple 
through the whole society.’*' says On 
■ GSI boss. 

Bom in I 94 S. thefuMdaogh&er ui a 
family of eigfrl, to the late Adunfrfiafcdi 
and Mrs Tferesa MofoK sfhhapmh 
village. Buaasri sufcHbcattoov Mtitft, 
Gertrude received -her education at 
Shigoodi, Mtikunau Gab and NafreW 
Gills, 

Or completion of hex saopndbry 
school education she worked for 
Barclays Bank and Huied- Thump 
Company. Nairobi, befog? filing to 
Santa ArmahmaorCoUegfr. CUSfonua 
wJ9^.Thefolfow¥igyewshee0CQlhe«i 
at the Northern Arizona UornnHy 
where, she received! BA. in 
anthropology. She later read for her 
master's- degree la tatanutnaal 
management ttHe dmriMa G Bdwli 
School of Arizona. 

Mu Kopiyo returned to Kregn m 
December lSSfraadwaneatphayedOe 
following year m marketing manager 
with Divers# East Africa She later 
moved ri'CtoMues-lndkisiiitt as its 
marks tingsates BDftiu&exfwKef$aaari 
Eastern Africa.- > 

Gertrude has- aha worked as a 
-consultant for Women Enauak 
empowerment programme with 
llSlCHFiMupogwanafliKr for 
DanititVbltiQaettSaBVMefmtoaNi^ 
uphu-oegaountianm 1999 . 

Sheand Dr Kopiyo wecemauiedm 
19*1. 


A woman bureaucrats dislike 
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• the “OpfrarionAngeF 1 relief 

call her (( uoguided 


Salty Becker is the sort of lone 
operator huroaucrata- dislike. 
After reading. reports about the 
distress of refugees and the 
wounded in Bosnia, she wanted 
to go outto help and duty offered 
her assistance to the various 
organisers -sending aid from 
Britain. 

- "Aieyou anurse?" they asked 
her. "Or a doctor? engineer? ” 

No, she had to admit: she was a 
children's portrait painter, 
“Thankyou for your interest," 
she was told; "but painters are 
not- much needed in Bosnia at 
present,". 

. This sort of turndown would 
have put most people oil. Salty, 
-then 33 arid living in Hove, near 
Brighton, -was not put off 
however. ■ 

She carried on asking, which 
' was bow she eventually contacted 
a Croatian organisation and was , 
.given a lift to Bosnia. "They said,’ 
'We’ll take you because you are 
an -artist and you can work wijjh 
traumatised children.' They 
arranged for me to go out with a 
convoy forMedjugoije, an appfeal 
charity based in Surrey, southern- 
England,” Sally pointed out; 

When she^ot there,' Muslim 
easf-Mostar was under Beige by 
the Croats, children on. the 
western. side did riot need art 
. therapy and those iq the eastern 
part were trapped. But, there was 
stjll plenty to do. 

To start with, on elderly 
Jewish'man bad bean In hospital ! 
three months with,. tracer bullet 
wounds- in 'his lag and no. 
antibio tics.- She drove to a town 


By Yvoune.Thomaa 

some 20 minutes under-sniper- 
fue from Mostar and gotsojne 
for him. 

After.lhis Sally met the head 
of tlie local Jewish community, 
who introduced her to-Croaliin 
Brigadier Ivan B agaric, who was 
in-charge* of all the hospitals in 
Croatia. " 

This was the staitof abondnf 
trust between her and (lie Croats 
which enabled her to get' 
permission'to rescue Muslim 
children and their mothers who 
' were -under seigo in east Mostar 
hospitals, to lead in convoys of 
medical aid, and even to take -a 
helicopter lent by the Croats 
across the battle lines ana rescue • 
.mission. She -was the unofficial 
go-between. , 

Balle t f o rega 

Tbereexploitadidnot always 
eraWhec to the, United Nations' 
-lelcif forces. They and official - 
aid organisations Wad trying to , 
ctosomere5cuing themselves, but 

it took time - and here was Sally ’ 
dashing iji and cairibg off the 
Muslim children to safety just 
-like that, 

She wss-called "an wiguided 
missUe ,, or u the angel of Mostar" 

- depending on whether, you 
appfovedor not. Intwoyearaahe 
rescued 170, .ipalnly Muslim 

- children and their mothers. 

SaUy ferried in mediBinesand 
clpthes. Back- in Brighton; she 
made’ appeals, which -drew 
togeth er 200 volunteers fom the 

. fire ser/ ices, the police, hoqritals, 
her - own 1 partner, Dr Durtcari 


Stewart • and others with the 
desire to help with £100 to pul in 
the kitty - and they set oft in a 
convoy of SO ambulances, Lead 
Rovers Bnd other vehicles loaded 
with a million pounds worth of 
medical supplies. 

No w them is a kind of pose* 
in Bosnia and: the mopping-up 
has started. Sally-has picked up 
her paint brushes again tn paint. - 
not children's portraits, but war 
scenes from Bosnfe, Butshe has 
not yet drawn a line under bar 
own aid work. 

u l* was over t6 Bosoin- nine 
times in 1995, u she says. "The 
next will be early m 19M, with 
more medical supplies in an 
elg)bt-ton truck. 

"One of my’ main interest* 
nowibatthefightingluteitopped 
u the centre for women in east 
Mostar wWch-we hefaedto set 
up. Dr Stewart 1 * great- . 
grandfather, Hally Stewart, 
founded a charitable trust and. 
money from waa used low aids 
starting this self-help 
organisation 

'There are -SQ0 members, 
about -350 of them former 
concemratkm oamp prisonerei 
Many of iha mainly. Muslim 
women are too traumatised to' 
leave , their basements arid some 
are disabled, so we boo ght tlwm 
a Volvo Eitate, whkh will otory 
eight, for their owrt transport. 

w We also supplied industrial 
sewing machines, andtte itieais 
that women c«i go to the ceatre, 
perhaps twoortfaeedaya a week 
and make ganriente for which 
they arepaft; • 


to sew because attar their 
esparMncesthq'denoliabaKHBK 
out. They wdty seed t w ee a* 
therapy. 

The idee which has Badly 
Beclawbubbb^wifocallwfoato 
isineaUbfohvtdtolw fa bat we ae 
qmii&tdKtaKhBdihaad 
.hospatels- in the fontor 
Yugosfaria. 

FtahtorTtev Redmond, 
head of the trauma unit of the 
North Stafibf^ire Hospotol, 
thooriilof k. sheseid.Hamin 
Bosnia last month tkjn some 
preliiainMy-WQtfc, l 

"beast Mostar 60% of Ore 
pMfhmnhpnllrilMa^ - 

tohnppidhtitednlaheaat 
fr* thnbrtfbawye^TfoUtycail 

“Thewtwas sock a shortage 
of- eye surgeons 1 fount an 
optiml mobgg t who waswUMeg 
to go out to Bosnia and he 
operated wttdjy for a week. So 
many doctors had been 
tire main' hospital in Belgrade 
had jbst om.optfaahoolnpiK, a 
woman who was not up to rhte 
whh techniquesr and drefag foa 
week he was able to teach her. 
We have -taken over tares. But 
towdoyoogrtanfoeexpartue 


Green Mr record so for, 
driving, tracks and-emtedaiwee 
tiieough sniper fire, landing by 
hMfeopMin*snow>fokdc|Mrty. 
to dodge the shtite, andnoMeam, 
any 

Mnepunterwouldpathis money 
Ott Salty Beekergettia* that link 
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Politics mad© easy 


By Blamuel Njururl 



Since independence Kenyons hove regarded 
Members of Parliament os persons who should be at 
the forefront and responsible for organising 
harambees for Iheir schools, health ccnires. bridges 
and other social amenities. The MPs have also been 
expected to raise money for hospital bills and 
educational pursuit os well as provide money for 
local brews among other favour-seeking dishorns. 
All this has been a deli berate system by the Executive 
to divert the role of Members of Parliament in a 
democratic system and frustrate parliamentary 
democracy. 

Parliamentary democracy is not merely a series 
of procedures and processes for selection of leaders 
through periodic elections. It is about people - their 
beliefs, altitudes, values , end behaviour patterns. It 
is important therefore to -examine die practical 
workings of Kenya parliamentary democracy in its 
social context. 

The following Question and Answer series ol 
articles discuss the relationship between the' MPs 
and their constituents. 



1. What Is pa rll ninont? 

Parliament is known to as ‘Bunge" in Kiswahili. It 
is-nn institution of people's represoniativos, known 
as Members of Parliament (MPs). It is the supreme 
law making authority. In England they say that the 
parliament is sojroworful that- it can make laws for 
turning women uilojnen. In Kenya Parliament can 

Q " eUlnB “ ! V ° te - ** ' leC ' ed Sh0,,ld bt a ‘ * h ‘ development activities, 

governance. _ _ 


2. What Is governance? LJ I V 

This is a common term which is I K 

slot easily understood. It simply * V 

refers to how people are governed 

or ruled. Governance is the M M 

system by which decisions :axe 

made and .implemented in any I mV 1 %£ 

given society. Such decisions I V I I ! 

may.be laws which are puwd by p,,* inle for 30yoan, Kenyan, 
Members ofPariiaraam on how experienced Lwo systems of 

fhf» CAr.lPhl IViII.Kb nnun^iJfl ' 


■ tl| llftv lAJUIKLiy S ■ ■ . 

Relationship between 


MPs and electorate 

mrtv ml#* Fnr If! vnam «alM M, ....... \ u ■ . _ 


the society will be. governed, or 
decisions as to - how the 
government will raise money by 
way of taxes and spend it to pay 
for -various services such as 
health; education, roads and the 
defence of the country. How a 


elections. One was the queueing, 
sysieht in which voters lined up 
behind candidates and were 
counted in foil public view. The 
other system is the secret ballot 
In whichvoters" mark on ballot 
pap ere a gain st names and pictures 

nFlk.l, s. - 


. * f^vwoojjcuiismtuiicattjiijniciUrei. 

government treats its ownpeople, of Iheir favourite candidates who 
Ihe government mtiat protect, » individually-voting for them. . 
human dtajittv and he tu. j _ ' . 


called Nyayo candidates) or so parliament and for how long? adjournments. In Kenya the date 

and so is not wanted by the If you are 18 or above and belong of parliamentary elections, for 

government, There was no visible to a political par tyof your choice example, remains the secret 

distinction between the you can contest for parliamentary prerogative of the president, 

government and the ruling party, elections; You need your party ’s • 

Prior to 1992 ' multiparty nomination tostand. S .'What Is apolitical party and 

elections, the Presidential and Howe'-er, all prospective why are they- so Important? 

National Assembly Elections Act candidates seeking parliamentary A political party is a grouping of 

was-amended and section.2 "A" seats and who have not been MPs people- who share similar ideas 


human dignity and be 
accountable for- any violence of 
humanrights. 

It is important to underriand 
that everymember of theao'ciety 
h'« aright to good governance. 
Therulere should be accountable 
to the people,'-Managemeut of 
public affairs should beaope in a 
tlrat, .open and transparent 


T-hc second system is 
considered more democratic 
because -voters freely express 
jbeir choices without the risk of 
intimidation,' fear of 
repercussions or punishment by 
loser«;-ln free and fair elections, 
the beat, candidates win. In 
Kenyan experience; rigging and 


of the Constitution repealed to 
allow other political parties to 
participate in the General 
Election. An Blectoral 
Commission was also established 
by parliament bb a body, that 
would -.henceforth supervise 
elections. 

There is strong opposition to 
the current status ol ineEleotoral 
Commission which - comprise 
people appointed by the 


2;°! n and . t ” nBp £' p "! °fter factors such nscomiptidn, people appointed by P the 

rT. 'i!!jnM ir nem SSS Tote ' bu y i nS interfercnce hy president. Thi iflajorliy View is 

tSmtenta dilm provincial adminlatr.tjon.hwa that the coihmiHion should be 

an indepbndeiii body with eome 

kb«i oT^r«^S ^ wjnsLituUonal iafeguardg and 

CmSI 60 "' *- W >»«««i 1 tetetb.itec.ion»? *•<*■'"*'»**«. 

through 4ernOcratio meins, Sincelndepender.ceinl963.mui d.Howdoe.ou.becom.avot.r 

i Wtot.re elections? ""’“‘f’*?' ‘jtetjo « •» “ d <«» a vote endile 

Bf 1 ‘ clBe V OIM * ; , 1992, general elections, were 1 you to? ■ - 


previously arc expeoted to show 
evidence Of lli^ir competence ir. 
English- and-.Kiswaliiti, the two 
official languages used in 
parliament. Those . with 
educationalqiialification beyond ' 
school certificate "0" level need 
only show their certificate. Those ■ 
without are subjected \b a 
language test by a boafd 
appointed by the Electoral 
Commission. 

Kenya. Is divided into 
different (currently eight) 
administrative provinces and 
numerous .districts which, form 
the basis of- provincial 
administration. The districts in 
■turn are divided info -divisions, 
which are farther divided into 
locations and sub-locations, ‘ • 

Members ofpartiamcntSre 
elected^ to represent 


I.- •« *9 -(a wjjjidu:. io represent 

^ Atforney-a^nei-al s to' be a vojer- In pwliainentary cwsti tuencios.Ther&flr’e no firm 

•fS.- nO, relied J on elections. .One ifionlH.ahnu/ ■' _ * 


8. ‘What Is apolitical party and 
why are they so Important? 

A political party is a grouping of 
people- who share similar ideas 
on government and pol icy. They 
are important for several reasons; 
they allow people with similar 
ideas to become organized and 
push 1 their ideas;, they help us 
know who and what to vote for, 
they enablecilizens to participate 
in governance. When, properly 
organised, political parties offer 
the people alternative 
government and-policiea. 

9. What lias a political party 
to do with elections? 

In Kenya the law states that one 
has lobe nominated by apolitical 
party in- order to stand as a 
candidate. Soon after 
-independence one could stand as 
an- independent candidate i,e. 
without the sponsorship .of any 
political party. This Was later 
changed, In the *1992 General 
Election some candidates who 
wished to stand as independent ■ 
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How Islam, 

Judaism 

grew 


Author decries dependence on the West 


among 

Ugandans 


Book; Religion and 

Politics in Uganda: Siud, 

of. Islam and Judaism 
Author: Arye Oded 
Publisher: East African 
Education Publishers, 
1995 

Pages: 123 
Price: Sh375 
Reviewer: Okoko Terril 


In. the human history, no any 
other force has easily andgreitly 
succeeded in inlerplaying with 
polities like religion. This alio 
applies to Uganda, aoouniiy An 
was onceenvied by many u the 
Pearl of Africa. 

When Christian mission^! 
came to Afrioa, their miin im 
was to evangelize the whob 
continent and make iheir ftii 
supreme. Uganda was do 
exception. 

However, other religions hid 
already established themselves 
there too, namely; African 
Traditional Religion, aad him 
which found its way into the 
mainland Uganda via. the Arab 
merchant routes. 

Although' Christianity came 
and finally established a foothold, 
the interpretation of the Old 
Testament by theUganda African 
converts varied and this led to 
the evolution of a religion t&u 
later came to'be Judaism. 

Divided into two parts, Ihe 
book -by the former Israel 
ambassador to Kenya, become! 
an adventure of the development 
of Islam and Judaism in Ugaodi 
traced through thoir respediw 
originators. 

In the first opus, the oripa 
and development-of Islam - » 
Uganda ia narrated. Oded 
narrows down his field of iwty 
to that of- the kingdom of 
Buganda, where the reader it 
exposed to akingdomofreligiois 

diversity. 

The six chapters thaimakec? 
the first opus is a chrawtotfj 
events, beliefs and tirfie perw® 
-that- heralded and, final tj 
established the Iilam faith mil# 
kingdom of Buganda. 


In 1981. a new world map was 
published, designed by German 
hokirian Amo Peters. The map 
is based on a new projection that 
represents ihe area, region and 
coniinenlofeach country indirect 
proportion to all others. 

The map was released by die 
United Nations Development 
Programme. It created as many 
centres as there are nations in the 
«orld unlike previous ones that 
made Europe the only centre and 
ihe other countries portrayed as 
ihe "other." 

In an apparent mimicry to 
hters, Prof JeBsc Mugambi’s 
main intention in this book is to 
obliterate the idea of continents 
like Africa being viewed as the 
"other" and Europe as tho 
mperior, but this time for 
Christianity with particular 
reference to Africa. 

He -suggests that Africans 
biverespondcd in thoir own way 
to ihi Gospel and only God is 
justified to' pass judgment on 
appropriateness of the Gospel by 
Africans. 

African churches have for too 
long depended on theological 
mentors from the parent 


Book: From Liberation to 
Reconstruction: African 
Christian Theology After 
the Cold War. 


Author: Jesse Mugambi 


Publisher: East African 


Educational Publishers 
Ltd. Nairobi; 1995 
Pages: 258. 

Price: KSh470 ISBN: 
996646-524-3 
Reviewer: Okoko Tervil 


denominations in Europe and 
North American. Many have, 
even. gone to. the extent of; 
importing wholesome the 
cultures of the nations from which 
those churches came. 

But will this dependence 
continue into the twenty first 
century7 This seems to be 
Mugambi's main concern.' It is 
high time African- theologians 
moved a step further to liberate 
the churches from this mentor- 
dependence. According to this 
book, reconstruction is the new 
paradigm for African theology 
in the new world order. 

"Liberation was a motive 
Btory in the Christian theological 
reflection from the Exodus' story 
in the Old Testament, "says the 
author drawing further from 
historical facts on revolts That 
took place in Latin America in 


the 1960s and 1970s as was 
engineered and sparked off by 
the clarion call of one Gustavo 
Gutierrez, a leading theologian 
who led in the articulation of this 
social change. 

The purpose of this book is to 
offer some suggestions on new 
directions for Christian 
theological reflections in Africa; 
from liberation to reconstruction, 
the theme of liberation ia made 
more salient with the citation of 
James H. Cone, who in his book 
Black Theology and Black 
Power, vividly bIiows that (here 
was a logical and historical 
connection between the civil 
rights movements and religious 
consciousness of black 
communities -throughout the 
history of America. Cone's later 
book on Martin Luther King and 
Malcolm X is a stress of Ihe link. 


This highly academic book 
referring to the authors of repute 
like Karl Barth and'Soren 
Kierkegaard, is a panorama of 
philosophical reflections. The 
author looks at reconstruction as 
an inevitable theological 
paradigm; ihe process of cultural 
internationalization; reactive and 
proactive stances in theology, 
levels of reconstruction. It's 
seven chapters can be 
summarised as thequest towards 
detachment and reorganization 
of the African Christianity; 
Structural Adjustments will be 
needed in the church. 


With the onset of the new 
world order, there is need for 
closer ecumenical calling- with 
the African ClirialiBn church, The 
author assesses the role of 
theology in. Christian mission, 
This seems to be Mugambi's 
main preoccupation as lie delves 
deep. into the philosophy, of 
comparative religion. African 
religions heritage is not after all 
animism' as earlier claimed by 
scholars like -James Frazer. 


Africa seen 


as epicentre of 


Christian growth 


tfben Westerners look-at Africa 
ftey see nothing good coining in 
Mi huge continent that Suffers 
problems of famine, drought, 
ethnic conflicts! economic 
Impendence, political turmoil and 
disease, , . 

Despite the myriad 
bottlenecks Africa faces, it has 
ot» m^jor positive development: 
u iq (he epi-centre,of Christian 
flowth in- the world.- 


» — iiw nwjiu,. 

As Bishop Ndingi Mwana’a 
Nzeki of theCatholicDiocese of 


Book: Towards An African 
Narrative Theology 
Author: Joseph Healey, 
MM and Donald 
Syberlz, MM. 

Publisher: Paulines 
Publications Africa, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
Reviewer: JeffMbure 
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The author tells ibe sW • 
using huipen 80UTC “‘ : 
Baganda king - Kalema • wWj* 
interests in Islamic 
• activities as a king led w _ .. 

'development and estaUiduw* ■ 

oflslam as one of the rolig^w “ 
that kingdom. Kalema t* 
author’s hero. 

'IijsKalema'sascenlw^ 

hb supporters, adverting, wj , 

wars Ire foughtandtheBfl«flJJ 

of Wa reign flfrer his dealhjW, 

form the outlay of this P 811 0 

h^KalemawaslheWam^- 
Uganda. His rise and W 1, i! 

■tWacredalperjodintlwh J t 

0 fUganda.-foUofuphes«W ■ 

■'tmbdlence is also impo^ 

Turlt to M 1 - 


N “ nini i notes , in his forward 
toTowards An AfricanNarrative- 
Tneobgy; "Sinee the end -of 
Vatican E; Christian-.faith seems 

Iftk ! ng t * ee P or r00ts in 
Amca. Africa andita people seem 
b 'welcome Christ in a very 

in 886,118 10 1* 

AfrloA -i hour to- reapond to 

slnvitationf-'Come to me 
" y^u who labour and are 
werburdpned andl wfll giveyou 
JJUnd again 'If any person ia 
.Ihiitiy, lei hiin cpme to me.’." 

, BishopNdlnkl then poses the 
, iJ*”P?rt*nt (Jiuestion whether 
; v™* U accepting Christ 

^"•forieajteraU&OTfaaor 
..pecauseshe has discovered "the 

Poa- Whom she 
JWy ..Worships without 




.jfflRjft 1, ' U no doubt 

^teunent.theAfriwn 

Qton .heats.Christ invite him/. 


^t^NaitoblCeolreHbuse 
Bisttog Ndinei.-the 


book could not U&ve come at a 
more appropriate time especially 

- following the launching of the 

- implementation of the fruits of 
(he African synod by Pope John 
Paul II last September. 

The 397-page book looks at 
the cultural riches of Africaners! 
literatnre such as provetbs. 
sayings and stories. 

The reflections 'will help 
African priests, seminarians and 
other pastoral workers to 
rediscover their African roots and 
make connections to their 
preaoing, teaching and 
evangelization. 

During his visit, the Pope 
stated: "Inculcuratlort inoludfo 

' the whole Iif§ of the church- and 
the -whole . process of ■ 

evangelization. It includes 
theology, liturgy, the church's 
life and structures. All this' 
underlines the need for research . 
in the field of African cultures in 
all their complexity". 

This is what the two authors 
have done. The theme they have 
tackled touch many important 
pastoral questions for the church i 
in Africa, 

< One- type of. IncaUurtUon: 
theology is ah African narrative 



Ft Healey being initialed Into Baganda’s "mbogo" clan. 


iheotogy. '-The starting point Is 
African culture, but spociflcaUy 
African ornl jileralure and the. 
wide range of narrative and' oral 1 
form: proverbs, sayings, riddles, 
stories, myihs, plays and songs 
explained in their historical and 
oulliiral context. 

’-Father Healey and'Sybertz 
say ‘.'their work- is an on-going 
African journey of inculiuraiion 
and'contextualizatbn - rooting 
.the gospel in loeal African 
cultures and societies,^ The guides 
of this journey ore African 
proverbs, sayings, 'riddles, 
stories, myths,. plays, songs, 
cultural symbols and real life 
experiences," 

How qualified are foreign 
missionaries -such as -Fathers 
Healey and Syberlz in tackling 
such complex anddivefse subject 
as the inculiuraiion of African' 
theology through African 
narration? 

. The scholars say:. "We two 
expatriate miss binaries have seen 
and experienced the deep values 
of the African people and cultures 
and feel impelled to tell bthem 


■about them.- We feel Ihe urgency’ 
of proclaiming ihe good news of 1 
African Christianity just -like St - 
Paul who wrote lhat he la -under 
compulsion to preach the gospel. 

The two state that Jesus Christ . 
continues to live among African 
people as Ihe "African freedom - 
fighter," "Chief DivinBr-Healer," I 
"Chief Medicine- -Man,"! 


"First-born Among Many - 
Brethren," Liberator," ■ "Our. 
Guest," “Protective- Hero,” • 
“Proto-Ancestor,” and “Victor 
Over Death." 


■ The doctrine of the trinity is 
evidently Greco-Roman and 
Mugambi asks if African 
Christians should remain lied to 
the neo-Platonic formulation of 
the doctrine. On the gospel and 
culture, the author refutes the 
earlier protrayal by the western 
authors that African culture is a 
deficient vehicle for expressing 
the faith. "If Africans- are 
notoriously religious, then why 
is it necessary to convert them . 
from their rcligiosity?"Mugambi 
asks. 

The author asserts 
categorically that the dominant 
concepts of our time are 

industrialization and 

urbanization. But the con lent ion 
is why must the individual 
beBusinoss News /Analyses the 
essential unit- of Industrial 
society. 

The author also looks at Ihe 
future of Ihe church and predicts 
Christianity as a church of the 
future Africa wi th evangel isa tic n 
as the church's main task. The 
Iasi chapters of the book are rather 
optimistic as Mugaiqbi looks at 
how the -churches can plan 
together for an ecumenically 
oriented chaplaincy in schools 
fend colleges. Of course such a 
'strategy, is not tenable if the 
churchesagsocial institutions are - 
not committed to the idea... 


of Cold War, what is. Africa’s 
fate both economically and . 
socially? Mugambi proposes 
closcrco-operatian everywhere 
for Africa to achieve basic self 
efficiency aa the coming together 
of the African community will 
act both as a buffer toiheintended 
isolation tendency by the 
European nations and as alfoosier 
to self-sufficiency. 


This well researched book js 
both inquiring and contentious. 
Although highly philosophical, 
it is bereft of fallacy as it strives 
towards achieving 

comprehensive complacence. 
1 It’s theme is of necessity as it 
calls for co-operation and 
'independence, ll tones down 
optimism as it reassures the 
'reader; The main contention 
being in its philosophical 


backout. 

Tho author does not shy away 
Etojh controversial comments* 
Although the book is that of hope- 
and harmony; the reader ix leflio' 
decide or] his own. Ahandy.book. 
for not only religion lecturers 
and theology trainees, butulsojo 
pastors, government policy: 
makers and social scientists. 


Chapter 13 is -a preserve; for 
African continent in the face of 
new world order. After the end 


Prof Mugambi is -a senior 
consultant with the All African 
Conference of Churches. He ia a 
professor Philosophy mid 
Religious Studies at the 
University of Nairobi. 


Rise of Islam, Judaism 
among Ugandans 


"Conqueror of Evil Powers,’” 
■ "Eldest Brolherrlniercessor," ! 


The authors address two types 
of readers: firstly; the reader from i 
outqide the continent jvho is- 
interested in African' theology, !. 
especially the creative -insights . 
that the African church brings to 
the world church. 


Secondly, tlieraader in Africa 
-who Is looking for concrete 
.examples of practical 
evangelization and functional 
, African Christianity that- can be 
• used on the local level. ' 
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ihe -propagation of the- Islamic 
faith-at that moment. 

B ven though heruled foronly 
402 days, his impact waa that of 
consequence. This was Ihe only 
time so far, in the history of 
Uganda, that a-Muslim ruled the 
covin try. 

Although the-author admits' . 
that the information about 
Kalema isacanty.lienarmles how . 
this Kabaka ascended -to power 
with objectivity. This objectivity 
-Is ns ascertaining ns it is denying, 
-Oded - juxtaposes two opposing 
.views about this Islamic king; he 
frses bo|- Islamic and Christian 
'sources. 

To theChrisiian missionaries 
like Charles Stokes, Kalema was 
a good-for-nothing trouble 
shooter, but to devout Muslims 
like Sheik Mwalimu Abodi 
W amnia, hb was a hero. In the 
face of balllevKalcma was strong . 
and brave. However, his image 
had been lasciviously dented by ' 
his enemies. ■ 

Oded Jibs drawn-up a Uganda 
1 of power-struggle arena where 
cultures, individuals, religions 
and materii) ownership- played 
against each other. This game of 
power - involved the traditional 
Brigands,* the Muslim Baganda, 
the Christian converts anfl 
missionaries;, also diyided into; 
Protestants and Catholics, tta . 
Arab' traders, Mahdis of southern! 
Sud on andKa barega of Bunyoro.'; 

-Tire second opus of this book 
isa sketch of the African J^wsofi 
Uganda, who cbH themselves the | 
Bsyudeya- "Bayudays" is Ganda 
term for "of Jude", mother word* 


Judaism. How, the idea of tho ( 
Judaism cult.fook root.-.and got j 
propagated in Ihepresent Uganda ; 
is the author’s main | 
preoccupation. . . ! 

Just tikein the first part of the 
book.thpauthorielieaon sources . 
to' sell hta story, The Bayudaya ' 
are foundin Gnngano, two miles, 
north of M&ale town. The faith 
was founded by Semeil 
Kaleunguluwho, aaaresuUofhis • . 
own -iatepr&iation of the -Old 
Testament, ended pp with a faitii 
fnore akin to tliat of the Jews. 

' Just like, the first opus, this 
' tine is also moreof the founder’s 
profile than a tale of culture, 

In this book, Oded is trying to 
go further than other authors -in j 
the same-area and concent, by 
telling the reader that- the three 
religions; Islam .Christianity and 
. Judaism, exist in great hacmdiiy 
in the- now peaceful Uganda. 
Although theBayudaya consider 
themselves u good Jews, not 
even one Of them has- yet passed - 

■ conversion inline with the Jewish 

religion laws; “Holaohor. 

. Oded passes-as a good writer 
of cultural history and even 
though his "sources are. 
conflicting; he manages to draw 
his owncondusionsbasing them 
on-the most probable facts. [ 
Many scholars have written 
. on Uganda, *but Oded has gone a 
step further to reVeal what hais 
been obsoured for a long time.-: 
Objectivity, verisimilitude and, 
authenticity are qualities that 
•enable this book to stand On its I 
owq. The approach is unique aa ! 
its narration is' absorbing. *An 1 
inlci'esdngJwokforjeadihg. 1 
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Pastor calls for 

indigenisation 
of Christianity 

Christian worship in Africa '■ '"it 1 — " " 



Christian worship in Africa 
should be "contextualised" so 
that Africans worshipped in their 
own spiritual wny, prny and do 
certain things in their own way 
iiistcnd of aping Ilk 1 West, so 
snys the Rev hums Mnclntriu 
Mwangi of tlieCPK St Vomnicn 
Cliurcli,' Nairobi South B. 

"It iso mnnon knowledge l hat 
because of clinging too much on 
the European way, many young 
people ludny are ducking 
mamiigc, the most important 
institution which God Himself 
sanctioned. Thu reason is lhai 
they must part with a- lot of 
money, not only in dowry, but 
cxlforbitant wedding 

ceremonies," he argues. 

TheRov M wangi laments the i 
modern weddings made it 
mandatory for. expensive rings, 
gowns, veils, suits, cakes and 
convoys of sleek cars. And some 
church pastors capitalised on the 
confusion which normally 
occurred on such occasions such 
ns delays in the arrival of the ■ 
grooms and brides by imposing 
stiff fines which are at limes in 
thousands of shillings. 

For these reasons even 
commiliedCliristian youth rather 
than face the headache of 
cxhorbilanl weddings, disappear 
from the church for n while and 
later re-surface with their new 
partners following a traditional 
simple marriage somewhere in 
the village, l heRev Mwangi says. 

Expensive cnffln ff 

Accor$n£ to him it is not 
only weddings that hdvc become 
n Ihornin [fro flesh ofepinmilted 
Christians, burin! ceremonies 
were being pa lu-rbed along 

Western traditions. 

“Here, you will find that 
bereaved families are required to 
gain for expensive coffins with 
allxorisofdecorations: Tliey also 

lliroVy : parties 'for mounters niid 
even meet cosisof the motorcade 
escorting Ihiideddioibo bnH.pl 
place," he complains .' 1 

The clergyman . further 
lPincnte that some churches werb 
cOitnnOrcialliihg burial services 
by charging tin bofeaved family 
"a kit ofmouoy”, ' . » . • ■' . 

‘i A, \p -youilg man James. 
Macharin Mwirtigi ttiughiSiifidny 
school clttases and lietpcd his 
[leers lo ; know ■ arid accept the 
Lord While he himself had not 

[graaiMd J whnV'|hc word of God 
entailed,' ' * 
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By Seth Muslsf 


that I was a sinner and I needed to 
repent iny sins in order to he 
reconciled with Gad. And I did 
just thnl," the Rev Mwangi told 
me. 

Mwangi, 32, from Gathcru 
Village, said he remained a 
staunch Christian (ill and afterhe 
completed his Secondary 
education in 1 98 2. Later he joined 
Nationul Youth Service for fotfr 
years. Thereafter lie worked for 
different companies before 
joining Trinity- Bible College, 
Nairobi, until 1994. 

He is happy that hi* church 
has undertaken projects 
beneficial to the commuttiLy, 

Says the Rev Mwangi: "One 
of the development projects wo 
are working on is a permanent 
block in house a nursery school 
which when completed will 
benefit mostly the community of 
our church mid those bordering 
South B‘\ 

The church was also looking 
into wnys and means of 
supporting the. residents of the 
sprawling alums of Morignini, 
Fuatn Nynyo and Miikurii. .The 
assistance will be in form of mini 
projects that willgonernte income 
to meet^ school expenses nnd 
materials. 

‘‘The block we are putting up 
■ will.be multi-purpose, because it 
will have n hull with facilities 
suitable for wedding parties and 
conferences" ho snys. 


“I. M i wiuuiia i 

says African Christians should 
be trims formed inwardly to do 
African things inaChristian way. 
“We read Paul saying that we 
should not conform any longer 
lo the pattern of this world hut be 
irnnsformed by the renewing of 
our mind" 

On church leaders' prophetic 
roles, the CPK pastor says: "Not 
all church leaders are prophets. 
We have different talents and 
different gifts from God in all of 
them. So let us appreciate those 
who arc there and pray for them; 
these are prophets, apostles, 
evangelists, pastors and teilches 
because collectively they preach' 
the gospel of Jesus ChriBt." 

He is happy that church 
leaders had ignored criticisms 
from politicians and were playing 
an important role in the country's 
politics by pin-pointing evils in 
society such ns corruption. 

“Ministers of the church, 
According to authority derived in 
Mathew 28i 19-20. are supposed 
lo preach the whole gospel 
covering all spheres of life — 
political,, economic, social, 
spiritual and physical — andlhe 
objective- is to assist the total- 
iii an," says he. 

He believes the churchjias a 
spiritual obligation to speak out 
whenever the government or its 
leaders and other people in 

society went asiray.;This should 




Women at work... igriorance blamed for their suffering. 

Setbacks against 
women laid bare 


/JjrCItrjslum Worship m Africa, the government. % i : - ' 

, the RtiV M WtUHti.NflVH he can linl Ttw • - . 
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should also be appointed lopositions of power and 
influence and their votes be allowed to dominate 
so that their voices can gel louder. 

Hq urges- minorities lo protect each others' 
nghls and to avoid behaving like tyrants, he laments 
that minorities in Kenya are viewed In terms of 
Iribes who now happen to beJn power. 

Hidden roles 

An educationist, Mrs Kasiero, says wife- 
beating creates confusion in women. A conflict of 
rights -as opposed lo marital duties arises and 
women find it difficult to reconcile female-psyche 
to nccepL beating with the contradictions -about 
women rights, according to her. 

Sister Nulla of the Catholic Church insists that 
Ute marriage ogeshould strictly be observed arJ 8 
years as young women married to older men have 
their chances of equably compromised. 

: James Kangymna ls not sure whether the 
oonshiu i ion should be made the pointof reference 
for reflecting individuality. Unmarried women 
aotording to him, are protected, by their cions 
wtuie those- who marry are protected by their 
husbands, , • •* •• , 

Management consultant Machanja is of the 
view that the fiiherilfmee of land and property by 
men as opposed lb women enacted civil order/He . 
insists that sisters should not share land with 
brothers because they were expected to marry mid 
acquire land and. property, elsewhere. This, 
accoiding to hiih, ensured proper distribution of . 

resources. •i'. .... -. • 

i Marriage of; women in, distent lands jalso 

boqaled “management . of aexual boliuvioun." 
because mcest (to avoid sotial misfits) ,Was 

0bservill 6 ^atwme 

U ^ r Gibson Kamau Kuria appreciaies Hint- 


citing a cose of a woman she represented in court 
whose husband had charged their property 10 1 
bank. When he died, the bank wanted to sell the 
property and even the Court of Appeal rejected the 
woman's -pleas. He says there is a distinct biu 
. against -women not legally wedded even if they 
have been "married” for years. 

"There is violence against all peopleinK^y V 
. he says referring to ethnic- violence which he 
termed ‘‘Ntimama's majimboism." The davyw 
says the new constitution should give citizens the 
right to economic security and this should ba mix* 
■than mere land ownership. "The curtMl 
constitution lacks tjiio nnd Kenya should emulate 
Germany which guarantees this right to ecocoono 
. security to her citizens," says he, 

Social stigma 

Ms Baraza defends women against all 
including infidelity, observing that "die Bull® 

, , Auckland was not a woman". . - 

According to her bigamy is pururiiabfetyj* ■ 
but most women are unaware of this: ' 
marriage, supercedes a legal ni° n ogumo 
marriage, something is amiss "she says awdemn 
the social stigma attached to unmarried 

especially women. This is the reason why*®^ 

. Slide to "rotten marriages to appearmamed.iwnn" 
and honourable." 

The foVum however heard, that there 
' -genuine traditional reasons for polygamy- 
even wives initiated it for reasons suoli as phy»® 
and -emotional fatigue, -need for company 
assistance. As such cerwinpositive cultural rm 
should be integrated into the constitution 1 
- -Teacher Wijindla Njoya-h VI0W 
women should not change their maiden fl 

-‘Being Mt* 
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Young Reader’s Corner 


Children 
challenge 
leaders on 
environment 


upon marriage ds it is 'degrading- 

somebody deprives awoman of her identity- 

^8uei. '.vj ‘ : ■" 


b Ibe tranquil environment of 
Kiiide holiday resort of 
gjDboume in southeast England, 
l K away from the pollution, 
conflicts and disasters in 
bcnions around the world, 800 
children from 80 countries 
inhered for three days for the 
fort -International Children's 
Conference (ICC) on 'the 
environment. 

. Under the slogan "Leave It 
Tolls" • an exhortation to adults 
b leave the -world a healthier 
place for children to grow up in 
and (ogive them a say in decision- 
making affecting the 
environment • the October 1995 
conference.- heard the efforts 
being made 1 by children to 
conserve nature. 

The theme was taken, from 
“Passport to the Future," a United 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) declaration. 
According to the document, 
around one billion people live in 
poverty.. About 35,000 children 
under the age of five die every 
day of diseaaes that could easily 
be prevented, 

The world's population has 
more\thon doubled since 1945 
and food production is no longer 
keepingup. The air we breathe-is 
polluted, forests are disappearing 
and water is running out in many 
countries. Children’s rights are 
sbused and millions of children 
tod up as victims of war- and 
/ioknee throughout the world. 

- This appalling catalogue of 
woes motivated the ICC to 
•went We the 800 child delegates 


By Ebo Quansah 

aged between 1 0 and 1 2 to share 
their experiences nnd to challenge 
governments and world leaders 
to take action to translate 
-environmental policies into 
action. 

The 1992 -Earth Summit in 
Rio dc Janeiro committed 
national governments to -pay 
more attention to the concerns 
and opinions of children 
regarding the environment. 

Opening' the conference. 
Debbie Simmons, 13, 
chairperson of the ICC, said: "We 
wanted everyone to know that 
.children -were already doing 
wonderful things arid that by 
helping in our focal communities, 
we could make a difference to 
the whole earth." 

Goodwill messages 

Sponsored by British Airways 
in collaboration with the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the 
conference received goodwill 
messages from -British Prime 
Minister John ‘Major, UN 
SecretaryvGeneral Boutrous 
Boutrous Ghali, the UNDP's 
Executive Director Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, and active 
participation from conservation 
expertDavid Bellamy of Britain. 

The conference had a 
different theme every day 
covering issues on waBte and 
recycling, wildlife in danger, 
sustainable development -and 



Britain's Environment secretary John Grimmer joins srime of the 800 Children in cutting the cake to mark the event 


how locommunioate effectively 
the environmental message. 
Efforts children from various- 
parts of the -world were- making 
to protect the environment were 
heord.- 

From Ecuador, Sebastian 
Cruz made a presentation on 
investigations being conducted 
to find alternative methods of 
waste management inSanta Cruz 
in Galapagos Islands. Three tons 
of rubbish are burnt each week 
causing pollution. 

Dominique Goldino, 
Michelle Ledesma and Noclle 
Angelica Sena, were among a 
group.of children countering the 
effects- of fogging and refuse 
disposal -that threaten die once 
beautiful waterfalls atHilungang 
Taktak in the Phillipincs. They 
spoke on tree-planting cffortB to 
regenerate the area 

The depletion of the -world's 


rain, forests was the topic of die 
Ghanaian delegation. In 1900, 
the total forest area in Ghana was 
8.1 million hectares. Now there 
is less than 1.8 million hectares 
left. With the aid of "a video 
presentation, 11 -year-old twins 

Senior and Junior Owusu Debrah 
punted a vivid picture, of the 
harmful effects of deforestation 
and their own efforts lo raise 
awareness. 

Terehia Hasson told of efforts 
by children of Doukas School in 
Greece who hove started the 
Artos project to save -the brown 
bear -in the forests of northern 
Greccc.-The school has adopted 
an abused be nr nnd toe planning 
to establish a forest station in a 
natural environment away from 
human conlact.- 

Fox Mill Elementary School 
in -the United States has been 


running a project which focuses 
on endangered animals and 
educates students about ways lo 
save them. 

Through the organisalipn 
Health Messengers, Lama 
Lacatus front Romania has been 
campaigning to ere ale a healthier 
environment. Chidren Against 
Smoking, one of their eduffitionfal 
campaign groups collected 

10,000 signatures which were 
presented ta the Romanian 
Parliament where Laura mode a 
speech. She was in Eastbourne to 
share her experience with 
conference delegates, 

Delegates from Sierra Leone 
presented their views on how 
uncontrolled fanning, mining, 
hunting and deforestation have 
oaused hpge environmental - 
problems and a loss of 
biodiversity,. While South 


Africans ThereziavanderMerwe 
and Tali Yari, both members.of 
the Wilger Weld 'Youth Club 
-which is. committed to the 
protection of local wetlands 
under threat from pollution, made 
a presentation on replanting, 
environmental education -and 
quizzes lo improve 
understanding. 

At the end of the three-day 
meeting, thechildrcn produced a 
charter challenging leadersof the 
world- to make good -the 
commitmantthey made inRio lo 
protect the environment. 

A day after the conference, 
Debbie Simmons flew to -New 
York to present -Uie original to 
the UN Secretary-General 
Bo utrour Boutrous Ghali. It is a 
charier with an eye on a better 
future for live environment and 
for all the people on earth; 

LPS 
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Boy's aet-rich-quick plan ends miserably 

„ _ V ** biw jab .nd-eventuall. climb .lie ^Z" d “" 1Wm0,, ° y 


Jen, a Standard Eight pupil at 
Primary ; School was a 
ctwious boy. He liked reading 
widely and was particularly 
'urinated by far off places. 

Hen 1 »Uo; liked fame and . 
wealth pud be longed for the day 
he would, complete hli studies ; 
tod betome "a great man." • 

Ben ; was browsing through 
hooks iiy the school library one , 
Jay Whenbecome across a book 
JJted. America:- Landof Plenty. 
HepidkedUuparidbegan bread 
• ™.wnuhatjr at the back cover.' 

■iThe book vfas about a young 
“OTti*nnjap>ho hod -esc aped 
“hot his country as a stowaway 
■ gone to America 

Wyprohe emerged as one of the 
. men ifr tf* roiiouv. 

- y 'WrtsJexpitod. That was 
kind of bgek he -wariied to 
teath abookriiat would give him' 
lUofauccesainthC-Worlri. 1 ^ 


By Pavld Karanja 

evenin* 

The book described America 
as a country where one could 
easily acquire wealth -and high 
status as long as he worked hard 
for k. It emphasised that one 
doesn't need to be highly 
educated or to come, from a 
wealthy family to nUain success 
in that “land of opportunities." 

Whe'n- Ben woke up the 
foUowingmbming,hehad made 

a’ decision which.'ho was sure 
would be a turning point in his 
life. He was to leave'Kenya and 
go to chase, the “Atnerioon 
dreim." The book had said that 
iheEgyptisn had taken five years 
to become a millionaire. ‘‘Even if 
I take a year more,”'Ben thought 
to himself, "it wiU be Okay with 


Jritthen preparing tea 

. He knew where she kept her 
money and hew ent straight there. 
He pulledout a blackpursexindor 
the mattress, opened -and 
rcmoved.a pile of- money and 
without even counting it he- 
liptoed out of the room and went 
back to his bedroom. 

, He looked the .door -to his 
bedroom and nervously began to 
count the money. It was his firsi 
lime to steal and his conscience 
weighed heavily on him. When 
he was through he established . 
tliof the money was four thousand 
shillings. He pul it in his pocket. 

Fifteen minutes later Ben loft 
home secretly for tha bus stop 
whcrohecapghtabus to Nairobi. 
In Nairobi he bought a bus ticket 
to Mombasa. 

Ben's plan was that whenbe 
: arrived-'in Mombasa he would 

use somemoney to bribe worker 


.me. 


any jobandeventuallj climb the 
ladder of success like ' tb<* 
Egyptian he liad re^o about. 

The bus-arrived in Mombasa 
aUround 7;00 p.m. In his hurry . 
to , get to America, Ben hgd 
forgotten to think of such simple 
things a&tohere ho would sleep if 
he arrivedal night. In any case he 
didn't know how long a journey 
from Nairobi- to Mombasa takes 
as he had never been there before. 

Ben followed (he stream of 
passengers as they left- the bus 
and walked into the. BtreetB. He 
walked aimlessly wondering 
what to do until at somepoinlhe 
. saw a neon lit sign indicating that 
there were lodging houses 
nearby. Ben felt a bit relieved 
qnd walked to the lodging house 
which was a short distance do wn 
the street. 

“Whaldo you want boy?' The 
mnir at the' reception aiked Ben. 

"IWantto rents robin, ,l 'Ben 
said. i. . . 

The man looked at Ben' 


auspiciously, surprise -showing 

Oloarly on his face . Then he said: 
“We don't allow children to rent 
rooms here." 

"Where can I be allowed lo 
rent-a room? 1 ' Bon asked. 

"There is a hotel called 
Makuti-Hotel 9 few blocks from 
here. You can rent a room therev" , 
the man told Ben. 

Ben walked .away from, foe 
lodging house end oame to the 
streot -again. Aff-he walked,- full 
of anxiety, he looked at the aign 
posts walling lo see one written 
VMakuli Hotel," ' 

He got to ad ark atley-where a 
group of street boys stood, 

sniffing glue. > « • ■ 

"Get hold of him,' -Ben heard 

one of them say. Hen panicked 
and was about to ipketohisheols 
when one oftheboys heldhun by 
tliehand and pushed hinv against 
the wall. 

' Check whether he has 
money?" the boy who hadialked 
-sfdd>Ben fell ahand go Into his 


pockets and all the-monoy he had 
was taken. 

“Policel let us run," a boy- 
said. 

The boy whohad pinned Ben 
to foe wall let him loose, but 
beforeiie run away, he stabbed 
Ben in Ihe stomach- with a sharp 
knife. 

When the police whom the 
street boys had. seen arrived at 
foe dark alley; Ben who was 
bleeding and in great pain, 
explained to them what had 
happened .-.They rushed him to a 
nearby hospital and contacted his 
mother the following day. 

- A week later, Ben- was 
discharged from hospital. Hfr was 
reunited with his mother at home. 

He apologised - to her for 
. stealing the money. 

Betthad le amt-a great lesson; 
that the road, to the "land of 
.opportunities" fr not.- a smooth' 
one andonehas to be very patient 
to succeed in life. 


